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The  Instructor  is  the  official  organ  of  the  Sunday  Schools  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints  and  is  devoted  to  the  study  of  what  to  teach  and  how  to  teach  according  to  the 
Restored  Gospel, 


OUR  COVER 
<'<'|~>aEsiDENT  McKay  among  his 
j~  Friends"  might  be  the  title  of  . 
our  cover  picture  this  inonth. 
President  McKay's  birthday  falls  on 
September  8.  As  a  prelude  to  its 
observance,  he  graciously  posed  for 
a  picture  with  two  children,  David 
Ipsen,  6-year-old  son  of  Bishop  and 
Sister  Rulon  A.  Ipsen,  of  the  21st 
Ward,  Emigration  Stake;  and  Cora- 
lynne  Thurman,  7,  daughter  of  Dr. 
and  Sister  Allan  C.  Thurman,  of 
Colonial  Hills  Ward,  Hillside  Stake. 

Gathering  the  children  to  him. 
President  McKay  took  up  a  book  of 
children's  stories  from  the  New  Testa- 
ment. The  picture  he  turned  to 
showed  Joseph  and  Mary,  with  the 
young  Christ  Child,  on  the  pave- 
ment at  the  entrance  to  the  Temple. 

President  McKay  told  the  chijdren 
that  he  once  stood  on  that  very  pave- 
ment, though  the  building  was  en- 
tirely gone. 

Here  was  indeed  an  ideal  teaching 
situation:  The  teacher  interested  in 
his  pupils  and  fully  prepared  by 
study,  experience,  and  observation  to 
present  the  lesson— and  with  a  flrst- 
class  teaching  aid  at  hand. 

In  return  for  his  time  and  efiforts. 
President  McKay  was  rewarded  by 
the  assurance  that  his  "class"  fol- 
lowed him  intently,  and  that  there 
was  established  between  him  and  his 
"pupils"  a  strong  bond  of  interest 
and  confidence. 

Photo  was  taken  by  Hal  Runiel. 

-K.S.B. 

(For    further    information    see    page 
260  and  the  Inside  Back  Cover.) 
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Editorial 


Happiness  and  Strength  of  Character 


By  President  David  0.  McKay 


True  happiness  and  character 
development  for  the  Sunday 
School  worker  result  from  striv- 
ing to  make  the  world  a  better 
and  happier  place  for  others. 


A  LL  mankind  desires  happiness.  Sur- 
prisingly  few,  however,  realize 
that  a  sure  guide  in  achieving  true 
happiness  may  be  found  in  the  fol- 
lowing declaration  by  Jesus  of 
Nazareth:  ".  .  .  Whosoever  will  save 
his  life  shall  lose  it:  and  whosoever 
will  lose  his  life  for  my  sake  shall 
find  it."  {Matthew  16:25.) 

This  significant  passage  contains 
a  secret  more  worthy  of  possession 
than  fame  or  dominion,  something 
more  valuable  than  all  the  wealth  of 
the  world. 

It  is  a  principle  the  application  of 
which  promises  to  supplant  dis- 
couragement and  gloom  with  hope 
and  gladness;  to  fill  life  with  con- 
tentment and  peace  everlasting.  This 
being  true,  its  acceptance  would  in- 
deed be  a  boon  today  to  this 
distraught,  war-torn  world.  Why, 
then,  do  men  and  nations  ignore  a 
thing  so  precious? 

Is  the  truth  in  the  paradoxical 
statement,  losing  one's  life  to  find 
it,  so  illusive  that  mankind  cannot 
grasp  it?  Or  is  it  so  in  conflict  with 
the  struggle  for  existence  that  men 
consider  it  impractical? 

Even  so,  the  fact  remains  that  He 
who  is  "The  Way,  the  Truth,  and 
the  Life"  has  herein  set  forth  an 
immutable  law,  obedience  to  which 
will  ameliorate  those  social  and 
economic  conditions  in  which  "Man's 
inhumanity  to  man  makes  countless 
thousands  mourn." 

Law  of  True  Spiritual  Life 

Specifically  stated,  this  law  is,  We 
live  our  lives  most  completely  when 
we  strive  to  make  the  world  better 
and  happier.  The  law  of  pure  nature 
—survival  of  the  fittest— is  self-pres- 
ervation at  the  sacrifice  of  all  else; 
but  in  contrast  to  this  the  law  of 
true  spiritual  life  is,  deny  self  for 
the  good  of  others. 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints  accepts  as  funda- 


mental this  law  of  life.  Faithful 
members  thereof  are  convinced  that 
only  in  its  application  can  true  hap- 
piness be  found  or  a  truly  great 
character  be  developed.  To  them, 
also,  the  safety  and  perpetuity  of 
any  nation  depend  upon  the  char- 
acter-building, law  -  abiding  indi- 
vidual. 

Therefore,  in  the  heart  of  every 
true  Latter-day  Saint  the  voice  of 
the  Lord  is  ever  whispering  this  re- 
corded revelation: 

"Remember  the  worth  of  souls  is 
great  in  the  sight  of  God;  .  .  . 

"And  if  it  so  be  that  you  should 
labor  all  your  days  .  .  .  and  bring, 
save  it  be  one  soul  unto  me,  how 
great  shall  be  your  joy  with  him  in 
the  kingdom  of  my  Father!"  (Doc- 
trine and  Covenants  18:15.) 

A  Great  Army 

With  this  end  in  view,  a  great 
army  of  ofiicers  and  teachers  are 
offering  each  week  to  the  children 
and  youth  of  the  Church  instruction 
and  guidance  in  character-building 
and  spiritual  growth.  They  have  ac- 
cepted the  obligation  to  devote  their 
time  and  talents  as  far  as  possible  to 
the  scattering  of  sunshine,  joy,  and 
peace  among  their  fellow  men. 

In  all  such  efforts  these  men  and 
women  are  but  actuated  by  the  high 
ideals  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith, 
who,  exemplifying  the  teachings  of 
Christ,  said:  "If  my  life  is  of  no 
value  to  my  friends,  it  is  of  no  value 
to  me." 

Never  was  there  a  time  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  world  when  the  applica- 
tion of  this  principle  was  more  need- 
ed. Therefore,  let  sincere  men  and 
women  the  world  over  unite  in 
earnest  effort  to  supplant  feelings  of 
selfishness,  hatred,  animosity,  greed, 
by  the  law  of  service  to  others,  and 
thereby  promote  the  peace  and  hap- 
piness of  mankind. 
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Editorial 


The  Power  To  Stand  Firm 


By  General  Superintendent  George  R.  Hill 


"Blow  ye  winds  and  lay  on  ye  storms 
And  come  ye  pests  in  rabble  swarms 
And  fall  ye  blights  in  legion  forms— 
I  am  here;  I  surrender  not 
Nor  yield  my  place  one  piece  or  jot;— 

For  these  are  my  lands 

And  these  are  my  hands 
And  I  am  bone  of  the  folk  that  resistlessly  stands. 

—Liberty  Hyde  Bailey. 

Tn  these  days  of  unrest  and  seeming  willingness  to 
surrender  principle  for  so-called  security,  one  feels 
renewed  and  exhilarated  when  one  considers  the  rugged 
tenacity  and  self-dependence  of  our  pioneer  forefathers, 
most  of  whom  were  humble,  god-fearing,  farm  folk. 
They  built  a  heritage  for  us,  the  like  of  which,  the  world 
had  never  known. 

There  is  something  about  land  ownership  that  makes 
for  independence,  for  the  power  to  stand  firm  under 
the  pressures  of  life.  If  only  more  of  our  youth  could 
grow  up  with  the  love  of  the  soil  in  their  veins  and 
the  power  to  "resistlessly  stand"  in  their  sinews! 

The  day  of  free  land  is  gone.  Youth  in  ever-increas- 
ing numbers  are  denied  the  privileges  of  contact  with 
the  soil  and  soil-responses  to  intelligent  care.  In  fact, 
all  too  many  youth  of  today  are  denied  the  opportunity 
of  work  of  any  kind. 

In  1930  a  great  and  far-seeing  president  of  the 
United  States,  recognizing  these  diminishing  opportuni- 
ties for  youth,  assembled  the  leaders  in  the  various 
walks  of  life,  to  consider  the  needs  of  children  and 
youth.  Under  his  guiding  hand,  these  men  and  women 
produced  the  "Children's  Charter"— the  pledges  for  the 
accomplishment  of  which  nine  of  its  nineteen  tenets 
follow: 

THE  CHILDREN'S  CHARTER 

PRESIDENT  HOOVER'S  WHITE  HOUSE  CON- 
FERENCE ON  CHILD  HEALTH  AND  PRO- 
TECTION RECOGNIZING  THE  RIGHTS  OF 
THE  CHILD  AS  THE  FIRST  RIGHTS  OF 
CITIZENSHIP  PLEDGES  ITSELF  TO  THESE 
AIMS   FOR  THE   CHILDREN   OF   AMERICA 

1.  For  every  child  spiritual  and  moral  training  to  help 
them  to  stand  firm  under  the  pressure  of  life. 

2.  For  every  child  understanding  and  the  guarding  of 
his  personality  as  his  most  precious  right. 

3.  For  every  child  a  home  and  that  love  and  security 
which  a  home  provides;  and  for  that  child  who 
must  receive  foster  care,  the  nearest  substitute  for 
his  own  home. 

8.  For  every  child  a  school  which  is  safe  from  hazards. 


sanitary,  properly  equipped,  lighted,  and  ventilated. 
For  younger  children,  nursery  schools,  and  kinder- 
gartens to  supplement  home  care. 

9.  For  every  child  a  community  which  recognizes  and 
plans  for  his  needs,  protects  him  against  physical 
dangers,  moral  hazards,  and  disease,  provides  him 
with  safe  and  wholesome  places  for  play  and  recre- 
ation and  makes  provision  for  his  cultural  and 
social  needs. 

10.  For  every  child  an  education  which,  through  the 
discovery  and  development  of  his  individual  abili- 
ties, prepares  him  for  life;  and  through  training  and 
vocational  guidance  prepares  him  for  a  living  which 
will  yield  him  the  maximum. 

11.  For  every  child  such  teaching  and  training  as  will 
prepare  him  for  successful,  supplementary  train- 
ing to  fit  him  to  deal  wisely  with  the  problems  of 
parenthood. 

17.  For  every  rural  child  as  satisfactory  schooling  and 
health  services  as  for  the  city  child,  and  an  ex- 
tension to  rural  families  of  social,  recreational,  and 
cultural  facilities.  / 

18.  To  supplement  the  home  and  the  school  in  the 
training  of  youth,  and  to  return  to  them  those  inter- 
ests of  which  modern  life  tends  to  cheat  children, 
every  stipulation  and  encouragement  should  be 
given  to  the  extension  and  development  of  the 
voluntary  youth  organization. 

FOR  EVERY  CHILD  THESE  RIGHTS,  RE- 
GARDLESS OF  RACE,  COLOR,  OR  SITUATION, 
WHEREVER  HE  MAY  LIVE  UNDER  THE  PRO- 
TECTION OF  THE  AMERICAN  FLAG. 

Today  "In  consequence  of  evils  and  designs  which 
do  and  will  exist  in  the  hearts  of  conspiring  men  in 
the  last  days"  some  of  our  fiscal  leaders  seem  to  have 
closed  their  minds  and  hearts  to  the  precious  needs 
of  children  and  youth.  In  certain  areas  thousands  of 
children  will  be  denied  the  privilege  of  school  or  at 
best  be  permitted  to  go  only  a  half  day  and  then  be 
so  crowded  that  they  cannot  be  properly  taught.  Some 
schools  will  not  be  able  to  open  at  all  unless  relief 
comes.  Teachers  by  the  hundreds  are  leaving  for 
greener  pastures— all  with  an  expressed  sorrow  for 
leaving. 

While  the  surrender  to  avarice  must  and  will  be 
stemmed  and  the  rights  of  the  child  again  be  recog- 
nized as  the  first  rights  of  citizenship,  it  is  lamentable 
to  contemplate  the  many  children  who  will  be  denied 
the  "training  to  help  them  stand  firm  under  the  pres- 
sure of  life"  until  this  change  of  heart  can  be  brought 
about. 
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Lead  with  an 


By  John  R.  Halliday 


"LJave  you  ever  watched  a  great 
conductor  rehearse  an  orchestra 
or  a  chorus?  Were  you  not  im- 
pressed with  his  masterful  baton 
technique?  It  is  true  that  to  become 
a  good  conductor  one  must  develop 
good  musicianship  and  a  keen, 
discerning  ear.  But  one  needs,  also, 
a  clear,  expressive  baton  technique, 
for  it  is  through  the  baton  that  the 
conductor  communicates  his  ideas  to 
those  whom  he  leads. 

Many  a  conductor  with  inadequate 
baton  technique  is  tempted  to  talk 
too  much  in  order  to  communicate 
his  ideas  to  his  singers.  As  a  result, 
he  soon  loses  contact  with  them,  and 
destroys  their  interest  with  his  wordy 
explanations. 

The  best  way  to  maintain  interest 
and  good  discipline  in  group  partici- 
pation is  to  keep  the  participants 
busy.  It  is  sometimes  difficult  to 
stimulate  young  boys  and  girls,  or 
even  the  adults  in  Sunday  School, 
to  sing.  It  is  easy,  on  the  other  hand, 
for  the  choristers  to  discourage  their 
singing  inadvertently  by  spending 
time  in  the  song  practices  each  week 
giving  lengthy  speeches  on  how  to 


perform  this  eighth  note  or  that  half 
rest. 

Successful  choristers,  however,  say 
little  with  their  mouths,  but  say 
much  with  their  batons.  It  is  easy 
to  follow  such  choristers,  because 
they  know  what  constitutes  good 
singing.  They  hear  what  is  good  and 
what  needs  to  be  worked  on  to  make 
the  singing  a  deep  religious  experi- 
ence for  the  congregation.  They 
hold  the  interest  by  keeping  every- 
one busy  singing  while  they  show 
with  their  eloquent  baton  what  must 
be  done  to  accomplish  this  end. 

We  should  all  strive  to  change  our 
"time  beating"  into  expressive  con- 
ducting by  regular  practice  before 
a  mirror,  where  we  can  see  our- 
selves as  others  see  us.    Let  us  try 


Photos  by  Frank  T.  Jensen. 

these  ideas  in  an  effort  to  develop 
an  eloquent  baton  technique,  so  that 
our  congregations  can  respond  easily 
and  with  enthusiasm  to  our  direc- 
tions. 


ABOUT  DR.  HALLIDAY 

DURING  the  summer  of  1929,  an  ath- 
lete from  Pleasant  Grove  High  School 
attended  the  National  Band  and  Or- 
chestra Camp  at  Interlocken,  Mich.  There 
he  was  chosen  to  sing  the  lead  in  the 
camp's  summer  opera.  His  voice  was  of 
such  high  quality  that  later  he  won  first 
in  the  camp's  vocal  contest.  It  was  then 
that  John  R.  Halliday  chose  music  for  a 
career. 

He  was  awarded  his  B.A.  and  M.A. 
from  Brigham  Young  University  and  his 
Ph.D.  from  the  Eastman  School  of  Music, 
Rochester,  N.Y.  After  a  Swiss-Gennan 
Mission,  he  studied  music  at  the  State 
Academy  of  Music,   Berlin,   Germany. 

He  and  his  wife  the  former  Flora 
Fowlke  of  Pleasant  Grove  have  four  chil- 
dren. At  present  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Provo  Stake  Sunday  School  Board  and 
head  of  the  music  department  at  BYU. 

-B.O.E. 


What 
LATTER-DAY  SAINT  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  TEACHING 

Has  Done  for  Me 

Treasurer  Ivy  Baker  Priest^ 

marked,  "I  can't  get  over  the  idea  of  seeing  my 
signature  on  every  United  States  bill." 

A  housewife  before  her  appointment,  she  was 
active  in  both  Church  and  civic  affairs,  yet  had 
time  to  care  for  her  three  children,  Roy,  Jr.; 
Patricia  Aim;  and  Nancy  Ellen.  Her  youngest  is 
10  years  old.    Her  husband  is  Roy  F.  Priest. 

Her  special  interests  besides  her  family  and 
politics  are  reflected  in  her  work  as  president  of 
the  Utah  State  Women's  Legislative  Council,  vice- 
president  of  the  Utah  Safety  Council,  in  the  Gen- 
eral Federation  of  Women's  Clubs  and  the  Ameri- 
can Red  Cross.  She  was  a  leader  in  the  move- 
ment which  resulted  in  the  first  minimum  wage 
for  w^orking  women  in  Utah  and  had  an  impor- 
tant role  in  establishing  the  Youth  Center  for 
Davis  County.  She  has  long  been  active  in 
Church  work  where  she  served  in  the  Mutual 
Improvement  Assn.,  Relief  Society  and  Sunday 
School. 


,^UR    Latter-day    Saint    Sunday 
School   is   just   what  the   name 
implies.    It  is  a  school  on  Sunday 
morning  where 
we  learn  the  prin- 
ciples and  teach- 
ings of  our  great 
Church. 

As  a  Sunday 
School  teacher,  it 
offered  me  an  op- 
portunity to  en- 
large my  own 
knowledge  of 
God's  plan  of  life. 


it  presented  me  with  a  challenge, 
for  I  had  to  know  my  subject  well 
so  that  I  could  present  it  convincing- 
ly to  someone  else. 

Meeting  this  challenge  has  kept 
me  humble  in  the  knowledge  that 
without  faith  and  inspiration  you 
cannot  teach  others  successfully. 

We  must  be  ever  mindful  of  the 
power  of  prayer  for  divine  guidance 
to  help  us  achieve  the  goals  in  life 
we  wish  to  attain. 


Ivy  Baker  Priest 
At  the  same  time 


'Ivy  Baker  Priest,  from  Bountiful,  Utah,  is  the 
United  States  Treasurer.  In  commenting  upon  her 
appointment    by    President    Eisenhower,    she    re- 
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Through 
The 

of  His 
Soul 


By  J.  Smith  Jacobs 


The  eyes  of  our  President  are  among 
the  most  impressive  of  his  features, 
for  they  reflect  his  great  soul  and 
speak  of  all  that  he  has  been,  is  and 
hopes  to  become. 


President  David  O.  McKay  is  a 
remarkable  man.  Whether  he  is 
riding  a  horse,  working  on  the 
McKay  family  farm  in  Huntsville, 
Utah,  or  walking  and  talking  with 
world  leaders,  he  is  admired  for  his 
fine  physical  appearance,  his  bear- 
ing, grace,  and  poise. 

Many  people  admire  President 
McKay  for  his  deep  spirituality,  his 
great  energy,  his  unselfish  devotion 
and  service  to  his  ChurCh.  Others 
remember  him  for  his  expressive 
face,  his  white  wavy  hair,  his 
kind  patience,  his  dogged  industry, 
his  love  of  and  respect  for  others 
and  his  indomitable  faith.  But  many 
who  have  talked  with  him,  watched 


f-^reiident    lOavld    \J.     il/lc^Ka 


After  receiving  his  Doctor  of  Humanities 
Degree  in  1951  at  Brigham  Young  Univer- 
sity. 


him  in  action,  or  who  have  been  in 
his  sphere  of  influence,  remember 
best  and  foremost  his  eyes. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  eyes  are 
"the  windows  of  the  soul."  They 
reflect  all  that  a  person  has  been,  is 
or  hopes  to  be.  Perhaps  that  is 
why  the  eyes  of  President  McKay 
are  the  most  impressive  feature  of 
all  of  his  splendid  physical  attributes. 

David  O.  McKay  came  from  good 
stock.  Both  of  his  grandfathers  were 
stalwart  pioneers  and  community 
builders.  They  were  ordained  elders 
in  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints  —  William  McKay 
in  Sutherlandshire,  Scotland, .  and 
Thomas  Evans  in  Glamorganshire, 
Wales. 

His  grandmothers  were  just  as 
valiant.  Of  one  it  was  said,  "Mar- 
garet Powell  Evans  never  cheated 
the  Lord."  Of  the  other,  a  neighbor 
once  said,  "She  used  to  walk  from 
Ogden  to  Salt  Lake  City  to  attend 
conference,  and  she  would  preach  a 
sermon  forty  miles  long." 

President  McKay's  father,  David 
McKay,  was  a  kind,  capable,  under- 
standing and  personable  man,  whose 


f 


devotion  to  his  family  and  Church 
was  outstanding.  In  1881,  just  two 
years  after  the  death  by  diptheria  of 
his  two  eldest  daughters,  Margaret 
and  Elena,  David  McKay  accepted 
a  call  to  fill  a  mission  in  Great 
Britain.  David  O.  was  then  seven, 
and  his  mother,  Jennette  Evans  Mc- 
Kay, was  expecting  a  new  arrival 
to  the  family. 

Ann  was  born  just  ten  days  after 
her  father  had  left  for  the  mission 
field.  "Dade,"  as  young  David  was 
called,  adored  her  from  the  first,  and 
as  the  "man  of  the  house"  he  had 
many  opportunities  to  help  his  moth- 
er take  care  of  her.  He  once  said 
enthusiastically  to  his  mother, 
"Mama,  she's  the  prettiest  baby  in 
the  Church."  His  love  for  children 
has  never  ceased. 

Sister  McKay  had  to  lean  heavily 
upon  young  Dade  during  his  eighth 
and  ninth  year  while  his  father  was 
on  his  mission.  She  was  kind,  con- 
siderate, patient  and  loving.  As  a 
result,  Dade  developed  a  sense  of 
self  -  esteem  and  self  -  confidence 
which  served  as  the  foundation  upon 
which  later  could  be  built  the  self- 
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control,  self-realization  and  selfless- 
ness that  has  been  so  indicative  of 
his  adult  life. 

David  McKay  served  the  Hunts- 
ville  Ward  as  bishop  for  20  years 
after  his  return  from  Great  Britain, 
and  he  wielded  a  great  influence  on 
Dade's  life.  He  had  a  knack  of 
placing  responsibility  on  his  sons. 
Each  morning  he  would  ask  them, 
"Boys,  what's  your  plan  for  today?" 
He  would  help  them  organize  their 
thinking,  then  let  them  decide  what 
needed  doing,  and  who  was  to  do 
it.  Learning  to  make  decisions  and 
to  direct  his  own  activities  played 
a  great  part  in  President  McKay's 
later  success. 

Through  their  farm  activities,  the 
McKay  boys  learned  the  important 
lesson  of  industry.  Bishop  McKay 
also  taught  them  other  important 
lessons.  Whenever  he  undertook 
anything,  it  had  to  be  done  just 
right.  If  the  boys  cut  a  field  of  hay, 
there  was  to  be  none  left  uncut.  If 
anything  was  worth  doing,  it  was 
worth  doing  to  the  best  of  one's 
ability.  Sister  McKay  also  had  these 
same  work  habits. 

Years  later,  when  David  O.  was 
in  Scotland  on  his  own  mission  and 
was  walking  along  a  street  by  Ster- 
ling Castle  with  Peter  G.  Johnston, 
his  companion,  he  was  impressed 
with  an  inscription  carved  over  the 
arched  doorway  of  an  unfinished 
house.  The  motto,  done  in  stone, 
read,  "What  e're  thou  art,  Act  well 


President  McKay  and  his  charming  companion,  Emma  Ray  Riggs  McKay, 
celebrate  their  50th  wedding  anniversary,  Jan.  2,  1951. 


While  presiding  over  the  European  Mis- 
sion in  1922,  President  and  Sister  McKay 
enjoy  a  walk  in  a  Zurich  Lake  park. 


thy  part."  This  substantiated  the 
lesson  he  had  been  taught,  and  it 
left  an  indelible  impression  upon 
him  and  made  him  feel  as  though 
the  message  in  stone  had  been  placed 
there  expressly  for  him.  A  verse  he 
still  likes  to  repeat  is: 

"Do  your  duty.    That  is  best. 

Leave  unto  the  Lord  the  rest." 

As  a  youth,  David  O.  rode  horses, 
fished,  hunted,  swam,  played  base- 
ball, and  participated  in  the  usual 
activities  of  boys  of  his  age  living  on 
a  farm.  He  attended  the  Huntsville 
School  through  the  eighth  grade, 
and  performed  the  customary  re- 
ligious duties.  The  McKay  children 
never  missed  a  Church  service,  and 
early  established  the  custom  of  do- 
ing what  they  were  asked  by  the 
Church. 

Young  David  attended  Primary 
and   Sunday  School  regularly,  and 


served  as  secretary  in  the  Huntsville 
Ward  Sunday  School  for  some  time. 
The  deacon  quorum  met  at  the  Mc- 
Kay home  each  Tuesday  evening, 
and  on  Saturdays  the  boys  helped 
gather  and  cut  the  wood  for  the 
widows.  David  O.  was  a  ward  teach- 
er, and  later  served  as  a  priest. 

Bishop  McKay  and  his  wife  fre- 
quently released  their  boys  from  the 
responsibility    of    pressing    home 

(Continued  on  following  page.) 


PRESIDENT  DAVID  O.  McKAY 

BECAUSE  September  is  the  month  of 
President  David  O.  McKay's  80th 
birthday,  we  are  presenting  in  this 
article  a  portrait  as  seen  by  Dr.  J.  Smith 
Jacobs.  President  McKay  stands  among  the 
leaders  of  the  world  today  as  one  distin- 
guished by  his  splendid  honesty,  leader- 
ship, kindness,  love  of  fellow  men,  and 
devotion  to  the  service  of  God.  In  truth, 
he  is  a  peerless  personality  with  a  divine 
calling.  He  was  born  Sept.  8,  1873.  See 
the  Cover  and  the  Inside  Back  Cover 
pictures. 

-B.O.H. 
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{Continued  from  preceding  page.) 
chores  so  that  they  could  carry  on 
their  Church  and  other  youthful 
activities  in  the  community.  But  as 
they  grew  up  and  became  more 
and  more  active  in  various  pursuits, 
it  w^as  not  unusual  for  Thomas  E. 
to  take  over  all  of  the  chores  upon 
occasion  for  his  beloved  brother.  A 
vi^onderful  companionship  has  al- 
ways existed  between  these  two 
brothers,  as  well  as  among  all  of 
the  children  of  Bishop  and  Sister 
David  McKay. 

The  McKay  children  became  used 
to  sitting  down  at  the  table  with 
stake  presidents,  general  Relief  So- 
ciety board  members,  patriarchs, 
apostles,  and  even  with  the  presi- 
dency of  the  Church.  Stake  Presi- 
dent Lewis  Warren  Shurtliff  of  the 
Weber  Stake  was  a  frequent  visitor 
at  the  McKay  home.  He  stood  so 
erect  and  looked  so  dignified  that 
Sister  Jennette  exhorted  young  David 
to  follow  his  example  so  that  people 
would  look  up  to  him  as  they  did  to 
President  Shurtliff. 


Left: 

The  Huntsville  home, 
still  a  family  gathering 
place. 

Right,   Top: 

Ellen  O.  and  William  Mc- 
Kay, paternal  grandpar- 
ents. 

Right,  Bottom: 
Thomas  and  Margaret  P. 
Evans,    maternal    grand- 
parents. 


Presiding  Patriarch  John  Smith 
made  annual  visits  to  Ogden  Valley 
and  always  stayed  at  the  McKay 
home  during  the  week  or  two  that 
he  gave  blessings  in  Huntsville. 
George  Q.  Cannon,  President  Wil- 
ford  Woodruff  and  President  Joseph 
F.  Smith  were  among  other  visitors. 
Such  contacts  gave  the  McKay  chil- 
dren confidence  in  themselves  and 
helped  them  to  be  relaxed  and  com- 
fortable in  the  presence  of  the  area's 
finest  people. 

President  McKay's  life  was  mark- 
edly influenced  by  his  quiet,  ef- 
ficient mother,  whose  ten  children 
were  all  delivered  by  Grandma  Smith 
in  the  bedroom  of  the  stone  home 
that  was  added  onto  three  times  in 
order  to  accommodate  her  growing 
family.  Sister  McKay  was  active  in 
Primary,  Relief  Society  and  M.I.A. 
work.  She  loved  to  read  in  the  eve- 
nings after  her  children  were  in  bed, 
and  the  day's  work  was  done. 

This  love  for  the  better  things  in 
life  was  carried  over  into  her  oldest 
son's  life.  He  usually  carried  a  book 


with  him  on  the  hayrack  or  wagon 
on  his  trips  to  Ogden,  twelve  miles 
away.  He  studied,  read  literature 
and  memorized  choice  passages  from 
the  Bible,  Shakespeare,  Tennyson 
and  Scott.  He  can  still  quote  much 
of  what  he  memorized  while  en- 
route  somewhere  behind  a  pair  of 
choice  horses. 

Following  in  the  footsteps  of  his 
father,  David  O.  was  always  a  good 
speaker.  He  was  active  in  drama 
and  debate  while  at  school.  He  per- 
formed in  and  directed  plays  in  the 
Huntsville  amusement  hall,  and, 
under  the  direction  of  Mosiah  Hall, 
the  principal  of  the  Huntsville 
school,  David  O.  frequently  taught 
the  eighth-grade  classes  while  still 
attending  the  school.  These  activi- 
ties instilled  in  hin\  the  love  for 
teaching  which  has  never  left  him. 

Professor  Hall  helped  David  O. 
procure  a  $10  scholarship  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Utah,  which  helped  him 
get  started  there.  Thomas  E.,  David, 
Jennette  and  Ann  attended  the  Uni- 
versity of  Utah  at  the  same  time. 


As  Second  Counselor  to  President  Heber  }.  Grant,  center,  his 
fine  physique  is  noted.    First  Counselor  }.  Reuben  Clark,  Jr. 

is  on  left. 


When  meeting  with  world  leaders,  he  is  no  less  distinguished. 

President  Dwight  D.  Eisenhower  is  on  the  left.  Senator  Arthur 

V.  Watkins  is  in  center. 
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Left: 

President  McKay's  sisters: 
Top  row,  ( /.  to  r. )  Katherine 
M.  Ricks  and  Ann  M.  Farr; 
Front  row,  ( I.  to  r. )  Jennette 
M.  Morrell  and  Elizabeth  M. 
Hill. 


Right: 

President  McKay's  brothers: 
( I.  to  r. )  William  M.,  Thom- 
as E,,  Morgan  P.,  and  Presi- 
dent McKay,  himself. 


David  milked  a  cow  he  had  brought 
down  from  Huntsville,  and  sold  the 
milk  to  help  defray  the  expenses  of 
his  education. 

David  O.  McKay  seemed  to  suc- 
ceed at  everything  he  attempted  to 
do.  He  was  graduated  from  the 
University  of  Utah  as  valedictorian 
in  1897,  went  on  a  successful  mis- 
sion to  Great  Britain  (1897-1899), 
returned  to  a  teaching  position  at 
Weber  Stake  Academy  (1899), 
where  he  later  became  principal 
(1902-1906). 

He  served  as  second  assistant  to 
the  superintendent  of  the  Weber 
Stake  Sunday  Schools  (1899-1906). 
He  was  ordained  an  apostle  in  April, 
1906  and  was  sustained  as  second 
assistant  superintendent  of  the  Des- 
eret  Sunday  School  Union  in  Octo- 
ber, 1906.  He  became  first  assistant 
to  the  general  superintendent  in 
1909.  He  was  general  superintend- 
ent during  1918-1934. 

In  1921,  in  company  with  Elder 
Hugh  J.  Cannon,  he  made  a  world- 
wide  tour   of  the   missions   of  the 


Church,  traveling  more  than  62,500 
miles.  He  visited  all  the  missions  ex- 
cept the  South  African.  He  became 
president  of  the  European  Mission 
(1922-1924)  and  was  sustained  as 
second  counselor  in  the  First  Presi- 
dency under  President  Grant  (Oc- 
tober 6,  1934).  He  held  the  same 
position  under  President  Smith 
(1945).  He  became  president  of 
the  Council  of  the  Twelve  in  1950 
and  President  of  the  Church,  April 
12,  1951. 

President  McKay's  eyes  reflect  the 
confidence  that  comes  with  success 
—without  the  arrogance  or  conceit 
that  so  often  accompanies  such  at- 
tainments. His  eyes  reflect  the  hap- 
piness and  contentment  of  a  man 
well  married.  Emma  Ray  Riggs  was 
first  impressed  with  David  O.  McKay 
when  she  noticed  the  respect,  con- 
sideration and  deference  he  dis- 
played in  all  matters  having  to  do 
with  his  two  sisters  who  lived  in  the 
Riggs'  apartment  while  they  were  at- 
tending the  university. 

Although  they  corresponded  dur- 


ing his  mission,  it  was  later  when 
he  was  teaching  at  Weber  Stake 
Academy,  and  she  was  teaching  at 
the  Madison  School,  across  Lester 
Park,  that  David  took  the  advice  of 
his  Great-uncle  Morgan  Powell,  who 
often  took  him  out  hunting.  Once, 
after  a  wild  shot  at  some  prairie 
chickens,  Great-uncle  Morgan  said, 
"Now,  Dade,  there  are  more  holes 
than  there  are  birds.  Aim  at  your 
bird."  Emma  Ray  Riggs  and  David 
O.  McKay  were  married  January  2, 
1901,  and  celebrated  their  fiftieth 
wedding  anniversary  in  1951. 

The  new  Mrs.  McKay  had  visited 
in  the  Bishop's  home  in  the  Valley 
and  had  been  impressed  with  the 
kindly  spirit  that  prevailed  there. 

President  and  Sister  McKay  have 
followed  the  pattern  of  the  Bishop's 
home  in  giving  their  seven  children 
a  wonderful  home  life  and  environ- 
ment, complete  with  prayer,  study, 
understanding,  patience  and  exam- 
ple. 

President  McKay  has  always  lived 
(Concluded  on  page  288.) 


President  McKay  still  loves  good  horses,  and  here  he  checks  a 

pair  on  the  family  farm.    He  finds  real  pleasure  in  doing  a  hit 

of  plowing  or  other  work  on  the  family  farm. 


On  a  world  tour  in  1921,  President  McKay  and  his  companion, 

Hugh  J.  Cannon,  on  the  lead  camel  visited  every  mission  in 

the  Church  but  one.   Here  they  are  sight-seeing. 
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Planning  the  next  Junior  Sunday  School  period  are  Coordinator  Ella  Torger- 
sen,  Bessie  Howell  and  Superintendent  Gardiner  Heywood  of  the  Columbus 

Ward,  Granite  Stake. 


■pROM  the  Columbus  Ward  Junior 
Sunday  School  in  Granite  Stake, 
the  visitor  will  take  back  to  his  own 
organization  more  than  just  a  pleas- 
ant memory.  He  will  return  im- 
pressed with  having  seen  row  upon 
row  of  little  boys  and  girls  reverent 
and  quiet  to  the  Nth  degree. 


A  gracious  blending  of  leadership, 
charm  and  old-fashioned  reverential 
discipline  awaits  every  one  of  the 
100  members  of  this  Junior  Sunday 
School.  Ella  Torgersen  and  Bessie 
Howell  give  conscientious  supervi- 
sion. 

Promptly  at  10  o'clock,  the  Sunday 


The  children  were  boisterous 

until  a  team  of  three  decided 

to  make  it . . . 


A 

MMuuse 

af 
Reverence 


By  Harold  Lundstrom 
Photos  by  L.  V.  McNeeky 


School  starts  with  the  singing  of 
three  quiet  children's  songs.  And 
just  so  that  no  one  forgets  to  fold 
his  arms,  two  classmates  stand  up  in 
front,  setting  an  example  that  every- 
one can  see. 

On  special  Junior-Sunday-School- 
size  furniture  the  children  com- 
fortably sit,  beckoned  on  to  religious 
thoughts  by  beautiful  art  hung 
around  the  room.  Underfoot  is 
heavy  carpeting.  The  windows  are 
large  and  cheerful.  While  over  all 
prevails  an  air  of  warmth  and 
friendliness.    Nothing  austere  here! 

After  singing  the  sacramental 
song,  there  is  a  moment  of  silent  ex- 
pectancy as  every  child  is  pulled  to 
the  edge  of  his  chair  to  see  if  the 
tiny  3-year-old  girl  in  a  stiff  yellow 
organdy  dress  can  lead  them  through 
the  sacrament  gem  without  a  bobble. 


All  of  Patricia  Casaday's  class  sits  in  quiet  expectancy  as  she 
pastes  the  citation  stamp  on  the  good  behavior  chart. 


Students  returning  from  their  classes  to  the  small  chapel  found 
their  chairs  in  a  different  arrangement,  a  jelly  roll. 
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And  she  does,  but  with  a  trace  of  a 
Hsp! 

During  the  administration  of  the 
sacrament,  their  attention  is  again 
called  that  their  arms  should  be 
folded,  this  time  by  a  different  boy 
and  girl  who  stand  before  them. 

Helping  to  maintain  the  perfect 
reverence  are  three  ordained  dea- 
sons,  who  are  examples  of  decorum 
during  the  entire  Sunday  School 
proceedings.  There  had  been  a  time 
when  deacons  did  not  act  as  though 
passing  the  sacrament  in  the  Junior 
Sunday  School  was  a  signal  honor 
requiring  a  perfect  example  of  rev- 
erence. But  the  bishopric  and  Sun- 
day School  superintendency  helped 
these  young  men  straighten  their 
thinking  concerning  their  sacred 
service. 

Not  to  be  missed,  either,  by  the 
casual  visitor  is  the  enthusiasm  ex- 
hibited by  the  little  folk  to  see  if 
their  class  is  awarded  a  special,  good 
behavior    citation    stamp    after    the 


Lorraine  Singer  and  Norma  Slack  review 

plans   for   musical    portion    of   worship 

service. 

sacramental  service  is  completed. 
They  sit  waiting  just  as  tense  as  little 
boys  and  girls  can.  Each  one  hopes 
to  be  called  to  represent  his  class  in 
pasting  the  citation  stamp  on  the 
huge,  good  behavior  chart.    ' 

Before  separating  for  their  classes 
for  45  minutes  of  study  and  class- 
work,  the  Junior  Sunday  Schoolers 
are  given  several  activity  songs  to 
release  pent-up  energy  stored  dur- 
ing the  reverential  opening  service. 

In  class,  lessons  are  learned  from 
teachers  who  are  aware  of  their  re- 
sponsibility of  teaching  the  Gospel. 

When  class  is  over,  the  students 
return  to  their  small  but  adequately- 
sized  chapel.  And  this  is  fun,  too! 
For  while  they  are  in  class,  the  super- 
visors rearrange  the  chairs  —  a  fav- 
orite formation  is  shaped  like  a  jelly 
roll.    The  children  are  excited  from 


I                                       THE  GOSPEL  IN  ANCIENT  TIMES  | 

^                                             Compiled  by  Gretchen  Schreiner  ^ 

^    npwELVE  questions  are  listed  below.    You  select  the  correct  answers,  then  place  ^ 

f     1    the  key  letters  in  the  blank  spaces.    When  all  the  spaces  are  filled  \wth  the  | 

^    correct  key  letters,  the  vertical  line  will  spell  out  an  important  name  in  Church  ^ 

^    history.   To  give  you  the  idea,  the  first  answer  is  shown.  ^ 

(A)     Abraham  S 

B       (B)     Jacob  ^ 

^    Who  was  the  Father  of  the  Twelve  Tribes?     (C)     Isaac  | 

^                                                                                                 (R)     Worship  of  idols         .  ^ 

^                                                                                             (S)     Being  idle  ^ 

I   What  is  idolatry?                                                   (T)     Making  of  idols  | 

^                                                                                                     (G)     Being  scientific  ^ 

^                                                                                                 (H)     Being  everywhere  ^ 

p   "Omniscient"  means:                                             (I)      Knowing  all  things  | 

^                                                                                             (E)     Cain  | 

5  (F)  Noah  ^ 
I  Aaron  was  the  brother  of :                                     (G)     Moses  ^ 

I                                                                                                 (G)     BeUef  in  Deity  g 

^                                                                                                 ( H )     Denial  of  the  existence  g; 

I                                                                                                    of  God  I 

^   "Atheism"  means:                                               (I)      Agnosticism  | 

6  ( A )  Adam  in  Eden  ^ 
12  "Thou  shalt  have  no  other  gods  before  me,"  (B)  The  Children  of  Israel  g 
I   was  said  to:                                                          (C)     Noah  in  the  Ark  | 

s                                                                                                 (L)     Everywhere  present  p 

i                                                                                               (M)     All  powerful  ^ 

1  "Omnipotent"  means:                                            (N)     Being  faithful  | 

^                                                                                                 (X)     Methuselah  | 

^                                                                                             (Y)     Isaac  ■^ 

^   Abraham  was  the  father  of:                                (Z)      Jacob  | 

^                                                                                                 (O)     Old  Testament  | 

S                                                                                                 (P)     New  Testament  £ 

2  We  read  of  the  tower  of  Babel  in  the:              (Q)     Book  of  Mormon  | 

i                                                                                                 (S)     Aaron  i 

7y           ■                                                                                 (T)     Noah  ^ 

I    Cain  and  Abel  were  the  sons  of:  (U)     Adam 

'2                                                                                                (M)     Jared  g^ 

I                                                                                                 (N)     Enoch  I 

^   Who  walked  with  God?                                     (O)     Joshua  £ 

S                                                                                                 (G)     Mount  Horeb  S 

S   Moses  heard  the  voice  of  God,  who  spoke  to               (H)     Mount  Nebo  | 

f    him  from  the  midst  of  the  burning  bush  on:  (I)      Mount  Gilead  | 

Oh  ^ 

^                                             ( ¥or  answer  turn  to  page  287. )  g 

3ir^  i^?«&i  1^5^  ti^rM  j^f^  t^F^  i^r^  t<?^s^  ^^s^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^ 

guessing  which  formation  they  will  IN  MY  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 

encounter  when  they  march  back. 

After  a  short  closing  song  and  a     t  pray  that  I  will  try  to  do 
hymn,    this    model    Junior    Sunday      A   jhe  things  I  know  are  right; 
School  is  over  for  the  students.  But     -po  reverent  be  and  think  of  God 
not  so  for  the  staff!    They  are  al-         I'ji  try  with  all  my  might, 
ready  busy,  planning  new  techniques 

for  teaching  next  Sunday  s   Gospel     ^^  ^^ien  I  take  the  sacrament 
lessons.    Also  a  hundred  little  stu-         ^,^        ^^       .^^  ^^, 
dents    must    be    impressed    that    a     ^.^j^  ^^j^^^  ^^^  j.jj  ^^^  ^^  Yiead 
Sunday  School  chapel  is  a  house  ot         ,^^^^^  .^^^  ^^^^  f^^.  ^^ 
worship  and  a  house  of  reverence. 

— ^ '  "  Then  when  I  really  do  my  best 

Pertain    thoughts    a  r  e    prayers.         ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  golden  rule, 

^  There  are  ^^^^^f  T;^?:^^/"^^-     My  teacher  will  be  happy  that 
ever  be  the  attitude  of  the  body,  the     '   ^  .    c     j       c  i^     ^ 

soul  is  on  its  knees.  I  ^^^^  *«  Sunday  School. 

—Victor  Hugo.  —Florence  LeBaron. 
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"\A7^EREVER  he  helped  in  the  aflfairs  of  men,  no  prob- 
lem was  ever  settled  until  it  was  settled  with 
justice  and  honesty.  That  was  the  characteristic  attitude 
of  Elder  Albert  E.  Bowen  of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve 
of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints.  A 
wise  counselor  to  all,  he  served  the  Church  with  distinc- 
tion until  his  final  illness  which  ended  July  15,  1953. 

For  many  years  he  served  the  cause  of  the  Sunday 
Schools  with  enthusiasm.  After  long  service  on  the 
Cache  Stake  Sunday  School  Board,  he  was  selected  for 
the  General  Board  of  the  Sunday  Schools.  He  served 
oh  the  Deseret  Sunday  School  General  Board  for  13 
years.  After  his  appointment  as  an  Apostle,  his  interest 
in  the  Sunday  Schools  did  not  diminish. 

Here  are  a  few  glimpses  of  this  kind  and  just  man: 


A  TOWER  OF  STRENGTH 

"lATtasN  Elder  Albert  E.  Bowen  gave  his  radio  talks 
over  KSL,  he  entitled  the  series  "Constancy  Amid 
Change."  In  his  sermons  he  showed  the  constancy  of 
the  power  of  God  through  all  the  vicissitudes  of  man. 
Elder  Bowen  was  like  that  title,  always  dependable, 
always  firm,  never  daunted  by  the  storms  of  life.  He 
stood  among  his  fellow  men  hke  the  Rock  of  Gibraltar. 
He  was  a  tower  of  strength,  a  reservoir  of  wisdom,  and 
an  anchor  and  a  refuge  for  those  less  fortunate  than 
himself. 

—Elder  Mark  E.  Petersen, 

of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve. 


£llr  ^lU   €.    Ec 


^owen 


Constant  Amid  the  Changes 


WITH  SCRUPULOUS  CARE 

"npHERE  was  a  heap  of  living  in  each  day  that  I  worked 
for  Elder  Albert  Bowen.  He  had  the  art  of  making 
me  feel  completely  at  ease.  His  reserved,  sweet,  quiet 
way  of  greeting  me  each  morning  with  a  smile  was 
something  I  shall  always  remember. 

He  had  a  deep  sense  of  right  and  wrong.  I  was 
particularly  impressed  when  he  wrote  The  Welfare 
Plan,  a  manual  for  the  Sunday  Schools  of  the  Church. 
He  used  scrupulous  care  in  preparing  the  information 
and  spent  long  hours  of  reading  and  gathering  materials 
in  order  that  there  should  be  no  error  in  his  presentation 
of  the  work.  Scripture  references  alone  were  checked 
three  times  in  order  to  insure  their  correctness.  At  this 
time  it  was  necessary  for  me  to  put  in  hours  of  over- 
time in  order  to  meet  the  deadline  for  publication,  and 
I  was  always  conscious  of  his  consideration  of  me  in 
the  extra  hours  I  spent  in  typing  and  the  extra  Saturdays 
I  put  in  in  order  that  the  work  might  be  ready  for  his 
approval  on  Monday  mornings.  He  was  alway  ap- 
preciative. 

He  followed  through  with  determination  every 
project  to  which  he  set  his  hand.  This  was  so  true  in 
preparing  the  radio  talks  he  gave  and  in  the  two  books 
he  wrote  while  I  was  with  him. 

He  was  possessed  of  the  choicest  human  virtues. 
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The  elements  so  nicely  blended  that  I  found  in  him 
the  perfect  gentleman.  The  four-and-a-half  years  I 
spent  as  secretary  with  Brother  Bowen  were  among 
the  most  educational  and  most  enjoyable  years  of  my 
life. 

—Mary  B.  Timmins, 

Elder  Bowen's  Secretary. 


LEARNED  FROM  OTHERS 

Qne  of  the  qualities  that  brought  success  to  our 
grandfather,  Albert  E.  Bowen,  was  his  deep  hu- 
mility. He  was  never  too  proud  to  learn  from  the 
experiences  of  others.  He  endeavored  to  teach  this 
same  lesson  to  us,  his  grandchildren. 

At  a  family  gathering,  David,  his  oldest  grandson, 
was  playing  with  marbles.  Grandfather  tried  to  tell 
him  a  better  way  to  shoot,  but  David  insisted  that  he 
knew  everything  about  the  games  of  marbles. 

In  order  to  teach  the  lesson  of  learning  from  others 
to  David,  Grandfather  challenged  him  to  a  marble 
game.  They  knelt  on  the  floor  and  in  a  short  time 
Grandfather  won  all  the  marbles  from  David. 

David  was  not  the  only  one  among  us  who  was 
taught  a  lesson  in  learning  that  day. 

—Barbara  and  Angela  Bowen, 

Granddaughters. 
THE       INSTRUCTOR 


TIME  BECAME  A  SERVANT 

'PiME  to  Elder  Albert  E.  Bowen  was  something  that 

became  increasingly  important  and  valuable.  He 
was  called  to  the  general  superintendency  of  the 
YMMIA  at  a  time  when  he  was  at  the  height  of  his 
busy  and  profitable  legal  career.  Sometimes  the  meet- 
ings must  have  seemed  to  move  slowly. 

One  evening  a  board  member  approached  Elder 
Bowen  before  meeting  convened.  "If  the  meeting  con- 
tinues longer  than  six  o'clock,"  he  said,  "I  should  like 
to  be  excused." 

Elder  Bowen's  eyes  sparkled,  and  with  his  droll 
sense  of  humor  emerging  he  issued  this  quiejtly  pene- 
trating statement,  "So  should  we  all." 

Although  time  was  important  to  Elder  Bowen,  he 
never  begrudged  a  single  moment  when  he  knew  that 
he  was  doing  something  needed  or  worthy.  When  the 
Brigham  Young  statue  was  placed  in  Washington,  D.C. 
a  souvenir  program  was  published  by  the  government 
to  commemorate  the  event.  Elder  Bowen  was  asked 
to  write  a  brief,  biographical  sketch  of  Brigham  Young. 

In  the  midst  of  his  other  multitudinous  duties,  he 
worked  on  this  biography,  carefully  and  painstakingly. 
Even  when  it  was  ready,  and  he  had  called  to  have  it 
picked  up  to  air  mail  back  to  the  government  printing 
office,  he  went  over  it  yet  again.  At  the  time  he  was 
having  some  difficulty  with  his  eyes,  and  cupping  his 
hands  over  them,  he  read  the  material  critically, 
changing  a  word  here,  a  phrase  there.  When  it  finally 
appeared  in  print,  it  was  a  masterpiece,  succinct  yet 
complete. 


It  was  such  thorough  weighing  of  what,  he  said  and 
wrote  that  made  him  relied  upon  by  the  Church  mem- 
bership at  large.  People  realized  that  they  could  de- 
pend on  what  he  had  prepared;  his  seasoned  mind  had 
taken  time  for  a  careful  evaluation  of  that  which  he 
said  or  wrote.  Time  became  the  servant,  not  the 
master,  of  Elder  Albert  E.  Bowen. 

—Marba  C.  Josephson, 

Associate  Managing  Editor, 
The  Improvement  Era. 


NEVER  ONCE  TOO  BUSY 

nPo  me,  few  finer  men  have  ever  lived— certainly  no 

finer  friend. 

"A.  E."  as  my  wife  and  I  affectionately  used  to  call 
him,  was  one  of  the  first  people  we  came  to  know  on 
our  arrival  in  Utah.  He  with  his  dear  wife,  Emma 
Lucy  Gates  Bowen,  from  that  first  day  remained  our 
much  loved  advisers.  They  never  failed  to  give  us 
generously  of  their  rich  experience  in  our  new  lives. 
How  many  errors  they  saved  us  from  we  shall  never 
know. 

Hardly  a  week  went  by  that  we  did  not  visit,  if  only 
over  the  telephone.   Never  once  was  he  "too  busy." 

Let  others  tell  of  his  many,  genius-like  gifts,  of 
his  well  deserved  fame.  I  remember  him  as  a  friend 
whose  memory  will  never  fade. 

—Vivian  Meik, 

Columnist,  The  Deseret  News 
and  Correspondent  for  The 
London  Daily  Mirror  and  Od- 
ham's  Groups. 


ALBERT  E.  BOWEN 

ELDER  Albert  E.  Bowen  of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  was  bom  Oct.  31, 
1875,  at  Henderson  Creek,  Ida.  His  parents,  David  and  Annie 
Shackleton  Bowen,  were  converts  to  the  Church  and  had  crossed 
the  plains  as  pioneers.  His  father  crossed  by  handcart  in  1856  and 
his  mother  came  in  1861. 

His  elementary  education  was  received  in  Idaho  and  Cache 
Valley,  Utah.  Encouragement  from  his  devoted  mother  was  a  prime 
factor  in  furthering  his  education.  He  entered  Brigham  Young  Col- 
lege in  Logan,  winning  his  B.A.  degree  from  there  in  1902.  While 
obtaining  his  education  there.  Elder  Bowen  was  an  instructor  on 
the  faculty. 

Upon  graduation,  he  fulfilled  a  mission  to  Germany  for  the 
Church.  After  completing  his  call  (1904),  he  accepted  a  position 
on  the  faculty  of  Brigham  Young  University  at  Provo.  He  remained 
in  the  field  of  education  until  1908,  when  he  changed  his  career 
and  entered  the  University  of  Chicago  to  study  law.  He  was 
granted  his  Doctor  of  Jurisprudence  in  1911  at  that  institution. 
Upon  graduation  he  was  elected  to  the  honorary  fraternity,  "The 
Coif." 

Returning  to   Logan   he  practiced  law  until   the   fall   of   1920. 


He  then  came  to  Salt  Lake  City  to  engage  in  his  profession  with 
the  firm  of  Clark,  Richards  and  Bowen.  Active  in  pohtics  in  Logan, 
he  was  twice  elected  Cache  County  attorney. 

As  a  church  man  he  gave  faithful  and  distinguished  service. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Cache  Stake  Sunday  School  Board  for 
many  years,  which  prepared  him  for  his  later  appointmeiit  to  the 
Deseret  Sunday  School  Union  General  Board.  He  continued  in 
this  capacity  for  13  years  imtil  January,  1935.  He  was  then  ap- 
pointed general  superintendent  of  the  Young  Men's  Mutual  Im- 
provement Assn.,  and  April  6,  1937,  he  was  called  and  sustained 
as  an  Apostle  of  the  Church.  Here  he  served  with  distinction  until 
June  25,  1952,  when  he  was  stricken  ill.  As  a  brave  but  patient 
sufferer  he  survived  until  July  15,  1953.  He  died  at  the  age  of 
77  having  served  16  years  as  a  member  of  the  Council  of  the 
Twelve. 

Elder  Bowen  was  married  to  Elitha  W.  Reeder  in  1902.  They 
were  the  parents  of  two  sons,  Albert  R.  and  Robert  R.  In  1906 
Elitha  died,  and  he  married  Emma  Lucy  Gates  Bowen,  one  of 
Utah's  premier  sopranos.    She  died  in  April,   1951. 

His  keen  and  analytical  mind,  his  kind  and  understanding  na- 
ture and  his  immaculate  honesty  made  him  a  wise  counselor  in  the 
practical  and  spiritual  affairs  of  life. 

-B.E.O. 


HE  CHARACTERIZED  LIBERTY 

WtaEN  I  think  of  Elder  Albert  E. 
Bowen,  I  recall  many  outstand- 
ing characteristics: 

His  manliness 

His  mental  vigor 

His  scholarly  approach 

His  anchorage  in  principle 

His  graciousness 
But  for  present  purposes,  I  am  mind- 
ful of  his  love  of  liberty. 

His  studies  through  the  years  had 


built  into  his  soul  a  firm  determina- 
tion to  perpetuate  the  constitutional 
legacy  bequeathed  us  by  our  Revo- 
lutionary Fathers.  Their  ideals,  their 
struggles,  their  achievements  took 
on  a  rare  sanctity  in  his  thinking. 
When  later,  he  struck  hands  in  a 
law  firm  with  J.  Reuben  Clark,  Jr. 
and  Preston  D.  Richards,  all  of  his 
early  resolutions  seemed  to  find  a 
sustaining  reinforcement. 

And  so  he  became  a  great  cham- 
pion of  American  freedom.    I   can 


hear  him  now  as  he  gave   expres- 
sion to  those  memorable  lines: 
"Liberty   is   not  bestowed  —  it   is 

achieved. 
It  is  not  a  gift  —  it  is  a  conquest. 
It  does  not  abide  —  it  must  be  pre- 
served." 
I  suggest  to  my  young  friends  that 
they  memorize  those  three  lines  and 
then  weave  them  into  the  pattern  of 
their  thinking. 

—Adam  S.  Bennion, 

Member  of  the  Council 
of  the  Twelve. 
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Jesus  believed  in  men. 


Objectives: 

(1)  To  describe  and  analyze  the  characteristics  of 
the  Christian  citizen. 

(2)  To  examine  some  o£  the  teachings  of  Jesus  about 
the  development  of  personality. 

(3)  To  improve  our  lives  by  resolving  to  live  ac- 
cording to  the  standards  He  has  set  for  us. 

«     «     « 
Overviews: 

".  .  .  By  their  fruits  ye  shall  know  them." 

-Matthew  7:20. 

JESUS  taught  that  every  person  is  important.  It  made 
no  difference  to  Him  whether  the  person  was  a 
great  high  priest  or  a  humble  peasant.  He  treated  each 
as  a  friend  and  He  became  the  champion  of  the  op- 
pressed. Jesus  recognized  each  person  as  a  son  of  God, 
and  he  looked  upon  every  man  as  His  brother.  He 
was  not  blind  to  the  evil  effects  of  ignorance  and  sin, 
but  he  saw  beyond  them  the  essential  personality  and 
divine  potentialities.  He  tried  to  develop  them.  Jesus 
advocated  the  greatest  degree  of  personal  freedom.  His 
whole  effort  was  directed  toward  delivering  men  from 
the  bonds  of  wrong  beliefs,  evil  habits,  and  baseless 
fears.   His  purpose  was  well  expressed  in  John  8:32: 

"And  ye  shall  know  the  truth,  and  the  truth  shall 
make  you  free." 

Jesus  worked  earnestly  for  full  liberty  for  every 
individual.  Without  liberty  it  is  impossible  for  a  man 
to  accept  his  social  responsibiliites.  Liberty  permits 
a  man  to  serve  his  fellows— in  church,  government, 
social  institutions.  Man's  most  valuable  right  is  the 
right  to  work  for  the  well-being  of  others. 


Suggested  Lesson  for  Stake  Conference  Sunday 
—Fourth  Quarter 


Live  According 
To  His  Standards 


By  Marion  G.  Merkley 


The  early  life  of  Jesus  was  spent  in  working  with 
material  things.  He  was  concerned  with  repair,  re- 
construction and  the  rearing  of  new  structures.  He 
advised  against  allowing  buildings  or  people  to  fall 
into  decay.  He  took  the  "weak  ones  of  the  earth"  and 
transformed  them  so  that  they  were  often  able  to 
"confound  the  wise."  He  was  able  to  develop  the 
divine  possibilities  which  were  latent  in  the  person. 
He  believed  in  men,  and  that  belief  made  them  loyal. 

Social  Virtues: 

Jesus  has  given  us  vivid  pictures  of  the  Christian 
citizen.  This  citizen  is  guided  by  lofty  principles.  In- 
cluded are  these: 

1.  Sincerity:  Any  society  composed  of  citizens  who 
habitually  or  deliberately  pervert  the  truth  is  built 
upon  a  foundation  of  sand.  The  foundation  of  ab- 
solute truthfulness  and  sincerity  is  required  as 
shown  in  Matthew  5:37. 

2.  Charitable  Judgment:  Jesus  condemned  hasty 
criticism  and  unjust  suspicion.  In  their  places  he 
would  substitute  helpful  constructive  criticism  based 
on  goodwill.   This  is  shown  in  Matthew  7:1-5. 

3.  Forgiveness:  Hate  paralyzes  and  destroys  individ- 
uals or  a  society.  Jesus  would  combat  hatred  by 
arousing  the  spirit  of  brotherly  helpfulness.  See; 
Luke  11:4;  Matthew  18:15;  Luke  17:4;  and  Mat- 
thew 18:21,  22. 

Conclusions: 

In  the  great  human  family  which  Jesus  was  en- 
deavoring to  establish,  good  will  must  reign  if  His  ideal 
is  to  be  realized. 

Love  of  God  and  love  for  one's  fellow  men  re- 
quires a  control  of  selfish  impulses  if  we  are  to  apply 
the  "royal  law  of  love"  as  explained  in  Matthew  7:12. 

No  true  Christian  will  hesitate  to  use  force  in  dis- 
arming unprincipled  aggressors,  but  love  and  sympathy 
will  teach  one  how  to  be  free  from  the  dangers  of 
hatred,  revenge  and  anger  even  though  these  be 
directed  toward  the  most  debased  criminals. 

In  the  presence  of  real  human  need,  we  must  not 
let  racial  prejudices  prevent  us  from  being  generous. 

Problems: 

1.  What  would  Jesus  say  to  those  who  despise  the 
humble  or  the  less  gifted?  Matthew  18:10. 

( Concluded  on  opposite  page. ) 
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Editor's  Note:  If  you  have  a  question  on 
Sunday  School  procedure,  submit  it  to  your 
stfie  or  mission  superintendency.  If  this 
superintendency  would  like  more  information  re- 
garding the  query,  then  it  should  be  directed  to: 
Question  Box,  The  Instructor,  50  North  Main 
Street,  Salt  Lake  City  1,  Utah. 


Question  Box 


Should  Four  Be  in  Superintendency? 


The  Order  Is  Three 

QIs  it  all  right  to  have  four  mem- 
•  hers  of  a  ward  Sunday  School 
superintendency,    with    one  of   the 
three  assistants  assigned  to  preside 
over  the  Junior  Sunday  School? 
—Highland  Stake  ( Salt  Lake  City ) , 

A.  The  order  of  the  Church  is  to 
have  presidencies  and  superintend- 
encies  of  three.  There  are  three  in 
the  First  Presidency,  in  the  stake 
presidency,  in  the  ward  bishopric 
and  in  the  Sunday  School  superin- 
tendency. No  ward  or  branch  should 
have  more  or  less  than  three  in  its 
Sunday  School  superintendency. 
Where  there  is  a  Junior  Sunday 
School,  one  member  of  the  superin- 
tendency should  be  assigned  each 
Sunday  to  preside  at  the  worship 
service  of  the  Junior  Sunday  School. 
These  assignments  may  be  rotated 
among  the  members  of  the  superin- 
tendency, week  by  week  or  month 
by  month  or  for  longer  periods. 


Are  Assistants  Recommended? 

Q.     Page  48  of  the  Sunday  School 
Handbook  states  that  assistants  to 


the  Junior  Sunday  School  coordina- 
tor are  not  recommended.  Several 
of  the  wards  in  our  stake  have  one 
or  two  assistants.  What  is  the  Gen- 
eral Board's  thinking  behind  this 
recommendation? 

—North  Davis  Stake  (Utah). 

A.  The  board's  attitude  is  ex- 
pressed on  the  Handbook's  page  48: 
"Assistants  to  the  Junior  Sunday 
School  coordinator  are  not  recom- 
mended." As  the  Handbook  points 
out,  the  Junior  Sunday  School  co- 
ordinator's job  is  just  what  the 
name  implies— to  coordinate  the  ac- 
tivities of  all  the  Junior  Sunday 
School  officers  and  teachers. 


Should  Class  Time  Be  Cut? 

Q.  There  are  three  wards  in  our 
stake  using  the  same  meetinghouse 
for  Sunday  School.  It  is  rather  diffi- 
cult to  give  each  ward  a  full  90  min- 
utes for  Sunday  School.  Should  we 
cut  down  on  the  time  allowed  for 
classwork  or  eliminate  the  closing 
exercises? 

—Oquirrh  Stake  (Utah). 


A.  It  would  be  best  to  try  to  re- 
adjust the  schedule  so  that  each  Sun- 
day School  has  its  full  quota  of  90 
minutes.  However,  if  this  seems  im- 
possible, then  it  is  suggested  that 
the  full  45  minutes  be  allowed  for 
classwork,  even  if  the  closing  exer- 
cises are  to  be  eliminated.  The  first 
responsibility  of  the  Sunday  School 
is  to  teach  the  Restored  Gospel  to 
the  membership  of  the  Church. 
Therefore,  first  consideration  should 
be  given  the  Gospel  lesson  period. 
(See  "The  Reassembly,"  page  46, 
The  Sunday  School  Handbook.) 


Music  After  Benediction? 

Q.  After  the  closing  prayer  at 
Sunday  School,  is  it  all  right  if  we 
have  a  brief  pause  for  reverential 
music  before  the  formal  dismissal? 

A.  The  General  Board  suggests 
that  Sunday  School  be  closed  with 
a  benedictory  prayer,  following 
which  people  arise  and  leave  in  an 
orderly  way,  to  the  accompaniment 
of  an  organ  postlude.  No  additional 
music  or  other  special  procedure  is 
approved. 


LIVE  ACCORDING  TO  HIS  STANDARDS 

( Concluded  from  opposite  page. ) 

2.  Illustrate  the  steps  taken  by  Jesus  so  that  men 
might  have  life,  and  that  in  abundant  measure.  (The 
sick  were  made  strong;  the  demoniacs  recovered  their 
reason  under  His  influence;  the  grafting  Zacchaeus 
was  transformed  into  a  public  benefactor;  the  adul- 
teress was  ,able  to  find  a  new  life  of  honest,  virtuous 
living. ) 

3.  What  problems  are  there  in  meeting  the  demands 
of  those  who  want  complete  personal  liberty  with  a 
comparable  measure  of  social  responsibility? 

4.  Illustrate  the  moral  and  social  reconstruction  ef- 
fected by  Jesus  in  the  lives  of  his  companions  or 
associates.  (Matthew  needed  help.  Nicodemus  too! 
Are  there  others?). 

5.  Jesus  recognized  that  right  thoughts  and  feelings 


are  basic  to  good  citizenship.  In  this  connection,  il- 
lustrate the  significance  of  the  statements  in  Matthew 
5:21,  22  and  in  Matthew  5:27,  28. 

6.  What  political  conditions  did  the  Jews  hate  during 
the  time  of  Jesus?  What  was  His  attitude?  (Refer- 
ence may  be  made  to  "paying  tribute  to  Caesar,"  to 
the  12th  Article  of  Faith  and  to  Matthew  5:43-47.) 

7.  Jesus  answered  the  question,  "Who  is  my  neigh- 
bor?" What  new  standards  of  conduct  did  this  indi- 
cate? 

References: 

In  addition  to  the  Standard  Works  of  the  Church, 
attention  is  called  to  Moral  Teachings  of  the  New 
Testament  by  Milton  Reunion. 
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IF  there  is  a  particularly  outstanding  performance 
in  some  phase   of    Sunday   School  work    being 
done   in   your   stake,    ward   or   branch,    please 
report  it  to  Brother  Bennett,  who  should  be   ad- 
dressed: Wallace  G.  Bennett,   The  Instructor,   50 
North  Main  Street,  Salt  Lake  City  1,  Utah. 


Her  Contribution  Is  Important 

Conducted  by  Wallace  G.  Bennett 


Librarian  Helps  Teachers 

]V/f  RS,  Della  Hendrickson,  librarian 
^  ^  of  Richfield  Third  Ward,  Sevier 
Stake,  makes  a  contribution  to  the 
Sunday     School 
which  is  appre- 
ciated by  teachers 
and  class  members 
alike.  She  is  a  good 
librarian.     Her    li- 
brary now  includes 
many  pictures, 
books,  toys,  visual 
aids,  flannelboards, 
Delia  Henrickson     and  maps. 

When  she  was  appointed  in  1951, 
she  kept  the  library  in  her  home, 
feeling  there  was  not  an  adequate 
place  in  the  ward.  Teachers  called 
at  her  home,  and  phoned  her  for 
aids  they  needed.  She  took  anything 
to  Sunday  School  teachers  wanted 
but  had  not  picked  up. 

When  the  library  got  too  big  to 
handle  at  home,  a  cabinet  was  built 
for  it,  which  was  set  up  in  the  Junior 
Sunday  School  rooni.  Each  Sunday, 
the  teachers  call  at  the  cabinet  to 
ask  Sister  Hendrickson  for  what  they 
need.  The  material  is  returned  at 
the  close  of  Sunday  School. 

Sister  Hendrickson  credits  Sister 
May  Jensen  of  the  stake  board  for 
wonderful  help  in  setting  up  and 
maintaining  the  library. 


Hymns  Emphasize  Lessons 

lyfEMBERS  of  the  "Leaders  of  the 
Scriptures"  class  in  the  Charles- 
ton Ward,  Wasatch  Stake,  are  in- 
structed by  their  teacher,  Erma  Jean 
Besendorfer,  to  bring  their  own 
hymn  books  to  class. 

On  a  recent  Sunday  the  lesson  was 
on  Job.  Sister  Besendorfer,  a  senior 
in  the  Department  of  Education  at 
Brigham  Young  University,  referred 
to    the  statement    of    Job:    "For    I 


know  that  my  redeemer  liveth,  and 
that  he  shall  stand  at  the  latter  day 
upon  the  earth."  {Job  19:25.)  After 
a  spirited  lesson  on  the  trials  and 
faith  of  Job,  the  class  sang  the  hymn, 
"I  know  that  My  Redeemer  Liveth." 

It  is  teaching  like  Sister  Besen- 
dorfer's  whicli  helps  this  Sunday 
School,  almost  in  the  shadows  of 
majestic  Mt,  Timpanogos,  achieve 
an  attendance  of  nearly  50  per  cent 
of  the  ward  population. 


Success,  Prayer  and  Humble  Study 

17  Glen  Cameron,  Cospel  Doc- 
trine  teacher  in  St.  Anthony 
Ward,  Yellowstone  Stake,  has  many 
ways  of  conducting 
his  class  and  pre- 
senting his  materi- 
al. His  class  period 
is  a  time  of  spir- 
i  t  u  a  1  inspiration 
and  of  education. 

Each  Sunday 
morning  after  the  '^^  m 
greetings  and  busi-  WKKJUk 
ness  havebeen  E.  Glen  Cameron 
conducted.  Brother  Cameron  super- 
vises five  minutes  of  "Signs  of  the 
Times."  This  is  a  discussion  of  items 
of  interest  on  both  world  and  spir- 
itual events  of  the  previous  week. 

Brother  Cameron  conducts  his 
spiritual  lessons  informally.  Class 
discussions  are  encouraged,  assign- 
ments are  given,  and  panel  discus- 
sions are  held  often.  Maps,  pictures, 
blackboard,  other  visual  aids,  and 
the  four  Standard  Works  of  the 
Church  are  used  in  the  lesson  pre- 
sentation. 

The  class  is  organized  with  a  presi- 
dency, who,  in  turn,  appoints  a  re- 
ception committee  to  greet  each 
member  as  he  enters  the  class. 
Strangers  are  made  welcome  and 
introduced.  The  class  presidency 
appoints   committees  to   sponsor 


"J.  JjH^ 


temple  excursions  and  plan  socials. 
Arrangements  are .  made  to  have 
those  needing  transportation  brought 
to  class.  Each  classmember  receives 
a  card  on  his  or  her  birthday,  sent  by 
the  class  secretary.  Members  are 
remembered  when  ill,  or  on  special 
family  occasions. 

Brother  Cameron  has  been  teach- 
ing six  years,  and  fully  realizes  his 
deep  responsibility.  He  attributes 
his  success  to  prayerful  and  humble 
study. 


Sale  Money  Buys  Teaching  Aids 

^T^HE  Helper  Ward  Sunday  School 
of  the  North  Carbon  Stake  need- 
ed teaching  aids.  Its  leaders  had  a 
guilty  feeling  every  time  they  asked 
the  bishop  for  money,  so  they  de- 
cided to  do  something  about  it. 
After  considerable  discussion  in  fac- 
ulty meeting,  it  was  decided  to  put 
on  a  food  sale  to  raise  funds. 

Mrs.  Eliza  Dalley  made  the  ar- 
rangements for  the  food  sale  to  be 
held  in  a  local  store.  The  three  sis- 
ters in  charge  prepared  a  list  of 
names  of  all  members  of  their  ward, 
and  their  addresses  and  phone  num- 
bers. Superintendent  Bernard  Miller, 
Sunday  School  Secretary  Joyce  Na- 
son,  and  Teachers  Louisa  Hurst, 
Inona  Morgan,  and  Inez  Burgener 
were  assigned  to  call  ward  members 
and  ask  for  donations  of  food.  Pas- 
tries, home  -  canned  fruits,  vege- 
tables and  candy  were  requested. 
Some  offered  cash  donations  in  place 
of  food. 

Brother  Miller  collected  and  de- 
livered food  and  cash  from  those 
who  couldn't  make  it  to  tov^m.  The 
food  was  sold  as  fast  as  it  caine  in. 

The  amount  cleared  was  slightly 
in  excess  of  $75.  This  amount  is  go- 
ing a  long  way  toward  setting  up  a 
library  of  valuable  teaching  aids  in 
the  Helper  Ward. 
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Let's  All  Pull  Together 

\  recent  Sunday  School  bulletin  to 
the  Sunday  School  workers  of 
the  Eastern  States  Mission  is  loaded 
with  helpful  hints 
on  how  to  improve 
the  Sunday  School 
work  in  that  mis- 
sion. It's  headed, 
"Let's  All  Pull  To- 
gether." 

The  bulletin 
stresses  the  re- 
sponsibility to  those 
not  enrolled,  and 
those  enrolled  not  attending,  as  well 
as  to  those  attending.  It  asks  for 
sincere  and  prayerful  consideration 
of  the  following  five-point  program: 
Faculty  meetings,  superintendency 
council  meetings,  teacher  training, 
Sunday  School  libraries,  and  home 
Sunday  Schools.  The  stimulating 
bulletin  is  well  illustrated  through- 
out with  cartoons  and  drawings. 


Experts  on  a  Stake  Board 

"DoY  S.  McKiNNON,  superintendent 
of  the  Tacoma  Stake  Sunday 
Schools,  has  built  a  stake  board  or- 
ganization which  is  just  about  tops. 
He  says  prayer— learned  in  the  mis- 
sion field— and  how  to  be  practical- 
learned  in  business— have  helped  him 
succeed. 

He  has  taken  the  position  that 
"you  can't  build  a  stake  board  with 
less  than  experts."  Finding  the 
usual  condition  that  there  were  not 
enough  qualified  people  to  go 
around,  he  developed  a  plan  and  had 
it  approved  by  the  stake  presidency. 


The  Tacoma  Stake  Board,  which 
had  two  members  when  Brother  Mc- 
Kinnon  took  over,  now  has  34  mem- 
bers. Twenty-one  of  these  continue  . 
to  hold  their  respective  positions  in 
their  own  ward  Sunday  Schools. 
These  instructors  who  are  on  the 
stake  board  instruct  the  union  meet- 
ing sessions  for  all  other  teachers  of 
the  stake  of  the  corresponding 
classes.  Since  those  who  conduct 
union  meeting  sessions  are  the  best 
qualified  people  in  the  stake,  and 
have  the  most  intimate  knowledge 
of  the  classroom  problems  of  the 
respective  groups,  attendance  at 
union  meetings  increased  rapidly. 

The  other  13  members  of  the 
board  have  been  or  are  being  re- 
leased from  other  assignments.  They 
are  the  area  advisers.  Each  area  of 
the  stake  includes  three  Sunday 
Schools.  A  Senior  and  a  Junior  ad- 
viser are  in  charge  of  visiting  each 
Sunday  School  once  a  month.  Their 
findings  are  reported  at  stake  board 
meeting.  Some  of  the  best  area  ad- 
visers are  husband-and-wife  combi- 
nations 

The  three  area  Sunday  Schools 
meet  monthly  for  faculty  meeting. 
The  area  advisers  from  the  stake 
board  provide  the  lesson  instruction. 
Each  month  one  of  the  three  superin- 
tendents and  his  staflE  is  the  host. 
After  the  faculty  lesson,  they  sep- 
arate for  their  individual  Sunday 
School  business  meeting.  Then  the 
host  superintendent  serves  light  re- 
freshments. 

Imagination,  prayer,  work,  en- 
thusiasm, all  contribute  to  the  suc- 
cess of  Sunday  School  work  in  Ta- 
coma Stake. 


Experts  of  the  Tacoma  Stake  Sunday 
School  Board  are  led  by:  {front  row,  I.  to 
r.)  Harold  Baldwin,  1st  counselor;  Roy 
McKinnon,  superintendent;  Wesley  Bot- 
toms, 2nd  counselor;  and  Grant  Dean, 
sec.  On  the  second  row,  the  four  on  the 
left  are:  Owen  Dickson,  high  council  rep.; 


Lige  Dickson,  1st  counselor,  stake  pres.; 
Elvin  Evans,  stake  president;  Wayne  Mc- 
Mullin,  2nd  counselor,  stake  pres.;  Hazel 
F.  Young,  Earl  J.  Glade  and  Henry  Eyring 
of  the  General  Board  are  present  on  the 
right  side  of  the  second  row. 


Minnie  E.  Anderson 

New    Board    Member 

By  Harold  Lundstrom 


IVTo  one  is  seen  walking  away  from 
Sister  Minnie  E.  Anderson  with 
the  corners  of  his 
mouth  turned  down. 
Blessed  with  a  happy 
attitude,  this  new 
member  of  the  Gen- 
eral Board  generally 
is  bubbling  over  with 
infectious  good  fel- 
lowship. 

Whether  she  is  guiding  a  large 
group  of  tourists  around  Temple 
Square  shortly  after  daybreak  (6 
a.m. )  on  Saturday  morning,  conduct- 
ing a  meeting  as  the  president  of 
the  Monument  Park  Stake  Relief 
Society,  or  giving  one  of  her  out- 
standing book  reviews,  Sister  Ander- 
son has  the  technique  of  making 
friends  at  her  finger  tips. 

The  freshness  of  her  amiable  ap- 
proach to  the  varying  fortunes  of 
daily  living  and  its  problems  keeps 
Sister  Anderson  the  friendly  person 
she  is. 

Whatever  her  Church  assignment. 

Sister  Anderson  constantly  contrib- 

(Concluded  on  page  282.) 


■u 


COMING  EVENTS 

September  13,  1953 
"100%  Sunday" 
Every  member  attends 
Sunday  School. 


September  ■20,  1953 
Dime  Fund  Sunday. 


September  27, 1953 

Suitable  date  to  begin 

teacher  training  classes. 


October  2,  3,  4,  1953 

Semi-annual  General 

Conference. 


October  4,  1953 

Sunday  School  Semi-annual 

Conference. 


October  5,  1953 

Sunday  School  Quarterly 

Report  for  third  quarter 

will  be  due. 
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They  Testified! 


By  Ramona   W.  Cannon 


I^ITTINGLY,     the 

photographs 
The  Boy  Prophet  o  f     Dr.     Avard 

Fairbanks' sculp- 
tures, "The  Vision"  and  "The  Three  Witnesses,"  are 
presented  together  this  month. 

Never  was  a  more  profound  and  exacting  subject 
treated  by  an  artist  than  the  boy  Joseph  at  prayer.  In 
utmost  humihty  he  sought  Hght  and  truth  from  God. 
The  answer  was  the  actual  appearance  and  spoken 
words  of  the  Father  and  the  Son. 

The  testimony  of  the  Three  Witnesses  to  the  Book 
of  Mormon,  that  an  angel  of  God  came  down  and 
showed  them  the  plates  and  the  engravings  thereon, 
is  highly  valuable.  It  bows  to  established  legal  and 
religious  custom,  that  "in  the  mouth  of  two  or  three 
witnesses  every  word  may  be  established."  It  strength- 
ens the  weak  who  find  it  difficult  to  believe  that  God 
has  once  again  broken  the  barriers  between  finite 
and  infinite  and  has  told  his  will  to  man. 


"THE  VISION" 
Tn  the  figure  of  the  boy  Joseph,  the  right  hand 

is  down  and  open,  symbolizing,  according  to 
the  sculptor,  the  open  mind  so  necessary  for 
acceptance  of  bold,  new  beliefs.  The  hand  on 
the  heart  suggests  the  desire  for  truth— its  near- 
ness and  dearness  to  him. 

The  boy  is  not  in  the  conventional  attitude  of 
prayer.  The  body  is  slightly  turned;  the  head  is 
turned  in  an  attitude  of  seeing.  The  ground  is 
not  level;  therefore  one  knee  is  higher  than  the 
other.  Such  lines  get  away  from  the  stiflFness  and 
lack  of  grace  in  a  rigid  body. 

A  cape,  used  to  suggest  the  coolness  of  early 
morning,  gives  mass  to  the  sculpture.  See  the 
line  of  the  drapery  from  the  shoulder  down  and 
the  ripples  and  folds  in  the  clothing.  Such  rhythm 
in  sculpture  and  painting  can  sing  to  one's  soul 
as  do  the  subtle  harmonies  of  music  or  the  poetry 
of  beautiful  words,  suggests  Dr.  Fairbanks. 
( Cut  out  and  paste  on  back  of  mounted  picture. ) 


Suggestions  For  Use: 

The  spiritual  qualities  suggested  by  these  pictures  can  be  applied  to 
many  lessons  such  as: 

"The  Vision" 

COURSE  No.  1:  Sept.  6,  "When  We  Experience  Pain  or  Discomfort," 
and  Sept.  20,  "When  Others  Are  Unkind  to  Us."  (After  Joseph's  marvelous 
vision,  he  experienced  much  pain  and  discomfort  and  people  were  very  un- 
kind to  him  because  they  did  not  want  to  believe  him  and  change  their 

( Concluded  on  page  287. ) 


"THE  THREE  WITNESSES" 
HPhe    Three    Witnesses   were    Oliver    Cowdery, 

David  Whitmer  and  Martin  Harris. 

While  teaching  school,  Oliver  boarded  with 
Joseph  Smith,  Sr.,  and  heard  about  the  plates. 
Receiving  a  manifestation  of  the  truth  of  the 
story,  he  was  soon  with  Joseph  in  Harmony, 
serving  as  scribe  while  Joseph  translated.  On 
Joseph  and  Oliver,  John  the  Baptist  conferred  the 
Aaronic  Priesthood,  and  Peter,  James  and  John 
conferred  the  Melchizedek  Priesthood. 

Oliver  was  important  in  the  conversion  of 
David  Whitmer.  Late  in  life,  regarding  his  testi- 
mony, David  said:  ".  .  .  In  the  fear  of  God,  ...  I 
have  never  at  any  time  denied  that  testimony  or 
any  part  thereof  ...   It  was  no  delusion." 

It  was  Martin  Harris  who  took  the  facsimile 
characters  from  the  plates  and  their  translation  to 
Professor  Charles  Anthon,  who  commended  them, 
then,  upon  learning  of  the  sealed  part  of  the 
plates  and  the  miraculous  origin  of  them,  tore 
up  his  statement,  saying  "I  cannot  read  a  sealed 
book,"  thus  fulfilling  prophecy.  Martin  helped 
Joseph  financially  during  the  translation. 

Not  one  of  the  Three  Witnesses  ever  denied 
his  testimony  of  seeing  the  Angel  and  the  plates. 

On  the  monument,  in  the  Temple  Square 
grounds,  the  portraits  are  wonderful  likenesses 
representing  the  Witnesses  as  young  men,  each 
with  great  spiritual  strength  in  his  countenance. 
The  three  shafts  of  granite  forming  themselves 
into  a  single  shaft  are  symbolical  of  the  Godhead 
and  the  presidencies  of  the  Church  and  its  or- 
ganizations. 

Dr.  Fairbanks  did  all  the  hand  lettering  of 
the  "testimony"  —  a  most  arduous  task.  In  the 
upper  corner  Joseph  is  represented  as  having 
received  the  plates  from  the  Angel.  In  the  other 
corner  the  Angel  is  showing  the  plates  to  Joseph 
and  the  Three  Witnesses.  At  the  bottom  is  a 
candle  (industry),  an  open  volume  (the  Book 
of  Mormon),  and  a  long,  beautifully  lined  quill, 
breaking  the  lettering  faintly  and  standing  in  a 
pot  of  ink  (the  translation ) —an  artistic  touch. 

On  the  east  side  of  the  monument  is  a  most 
beautiful  bas-relief  of  John  the  Revelator,  look- 
ing directly  at  the  figure  of  Angel  Moroni  on  the 
Temple,  with  the  words  of  the  revelation  lettered, 
"And  I  saw  another  angel  .  .  ." 

( Cut  out  and  paste  on  back  of  mounted  picture. ) 
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A  Story  for  Children 


A  Great  Work  Prepared 


"And  the  Lord  said,  ... 

"Come  now  therefore,  and  I  will 
send  thee  unto  Pharaoh,  that  thou 
mayest  bring  forth  my  people,  the 
children  of  Israel  out  of  Egypt  .  .  . 
•  And  he  said,  Certainly  I  will  he 
with  thee; .  .  .     —Exodus  3:7,  10,  12. 

A  LTHOUGH  Moses  lived  at  the  King's 
palace  and  had  been  reared  as 
an  Egyptian  prince,  he  remembered 
with  very  great  love  his  own  dear 
mother  who  was  an  Israelite.  It  was 
she  who  had  taught  him  about  the 
only  true  God  who  could  hear  and 
answer  prayers. 

Moses  was  now  a  grown  man. 
Often  times  he  would  go  out  to 
where  the  Israelites  were  working. 
There  he  saw  how  cruel  and  unkind 
the  Egyptians  were  to  his  people. 
It  made  him  so  unhappy  that  he  left 
Egypt  and  King  Pharaoh's  palace 
and  journeyed  to  the  land  of  Midian. 

One  day  as  Moses  was  tending 
the  sheep  of  Jethro,  his  father-in- 
law,  near  Mount  Horeb,  he  saw  a 
very  strange  sight.  It  was  a  bush 
burning  with  fire  and  yet  it  seemed 
not  to  burn  up.  "And  Moses  said,  I 
will  .  .  .  see  this  great  sight,  why 
the  bush  is  not  burnt."  (Exodus  3:3.) 

As  he  came  near  to  the  bush,  ".  .  . 
God  called  unto  him  out  of  the  midst 
of  the  bush,  and  said,  Moses,  Moses. 
And  he  said,  Here  am  I."  (Exodus 
3:4.)  Then  God  told  him  not  to 
come  any  closer  but  to  ".  .  .  put  off 
thy  shoes  from  off  thy  feet,  for  the 
place  where  on  thou  standest  is 
holy  ground."  (Exodus  3:5.) 

Then  the  Lord  said  that  he  had 
seen  the  suffering  of  the  children  of 
Israel  in  Egypt.  He  had  heard  their 
prayers  and  knew  of  their  great  un- 
happiness.  He  said  that  He  was 
ready  now  ".  .  .  to  deliver  them  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  Egyptians,  and 
to  bring  them  up  out  of  that  land 


By  Marie  Fox  Felt 


unto  a  good  land  .  .  ."  (Exodus  3:8.) 
This  is  what  Moses  had  been  wait- 
ing for.  He  had  always  had  faith 
that  God  would  do  this,  but  he  was 
not  expecting  what  God  said  next. 

God  said  to  Moses,  "Come  now 
therefore,  and  I  will  send  thee  untc 
Pharaoh,  that  thou  mayest  bring 
forth  my  people  the  "  children  of 
Israel  out  of  Egypt."  ( Exodus  3 :  10. ) 

He  told  Moses  to  go  to  Egypt,  to 
call  together  the  Elders  of  Israel 
and  tell  them  what  He  had  said. 

Moses  was  very  worried.  He  said, 
".  .  .  Behold,  they  will  not  believe 
me,  nor  hearken  unto  my  voice:  for 
they  will  say,  The  Lord  hath  not 
appeared  unto  thee."  (Exodus  4:1.) 

Then,  to  convince  Moses  that  He 
meant  what  He  said,  and  also  to 
show  him  His  powers,  the  Lord  told 
Moses  to  throw  the  rod. that  he  car- 
ried in  his  hand,  down  on  to  the 
ground.  Immediately  it  turned  into 
a  serpent  (snake).  Then  the  Lord 
told  him  to  put  out  his  hand  and 
pick  it  up  by  the  tail.  As  he  did  so 
".  .  .  it  became  a  rod  in  his  hand. 
(Exodus  4:4.) 

Moses  was  then  told  to  put  his 
hand  into  his  bosom  (breast).  This 
he  did  and  when  he  took  it  out  he 
noticed  that  it  was  covered  with  a 
dreadful  disease  called  leprosy.  He 
was  told  by  God  to  put  it  back  again 
into  his  bosom  and  then  again  to 
bring  it  out.  This  time  it  was  all 
healed,  and  it  was  as  good  as  it  had 
been  before. 

As  a  sign  of  God's  power,  that 
Moses  could  show  the  people  if 
they  did  not  believe  him  was  this: 
he  should  take  some  water  out  of 
the  river  and  pour  it  on  to  the  land. 
This  same  water  would  turn  into 
blood. 

Moses  then  returned  to  Jethro,  his 
father-in-law,  and  told  him  what 
had  happened.  He  asked  Jethro  that 


As  Moses  neared  the  burning  bush  a  voice 
called  out  to  him. 


he  be  allowed  to  return  to  Egypt,  to 
see  how  his  people  were.  Jethro  was 
very  kind.  He  understood  that  Moses 
had  been  chosen  by  God  to  do  a 
very  important  work  so  he  said  to 
him,  ".  .  .  Go  in  peace."  (Exodus 
4:18.)  Moses  then  took  his  wife  and 
their  sons  and  returned  to  the  land 
of  Egypt.  He  also  ".  .  .  took  the  rod 
of  God  in  his  hand."  (Exodus  4:20.) 

About  this  same  time,  the  Lord 
spoke  to  Aaron,  Moses'  brother.  He 
said,  ".  .  .  Go  into  the  wilderness  to 
meet  Moses  .  .  ."  (Exodus  4:27.) 
Aaron  obeyed  and  met  Moses  as  he 
was  returning  to  Egypt. 

Moses  then  told  Aaron  all  that  the 
Lord  had  said;  also  showed  him  all 
the  signs  that  the  Lord  had  given 
him  to  use.  Then  ".  .  .  Moses  and 
Aaron  went  and  gathered  together 
all  the  elders  of  the  children  of  Is- 
rael." (Exodus  4:29.)  Aaron  told 
them  all  the  things  that  the  Lord 
had  told  Moses.  He  also  ".  .  .  did 
the  signs  in  the  sight  of  the  people." 

"And  the  people  believed:  .  .  ." 
what  Moses  and  Aaron  told  them. 
They  were  grateful  that  God  had 
heard  their  prayers;  that  they  were 
going  to  leave  Egypt  and  return  to 
the  promised  land  of  Canaan.  The 
Bible  tells  us  that  when  they  heard 
these  things  ".  .  .  they  bowed  their 
heads  and  worshipped  .  .  ."  Him. 
(Exodus  4:31.) 
Text:  Exodus  2:11-25;  3;  4. 
Pictures:  Standard  Publishing  Co. 

No.  123,  "Moses  and  the  Burning 
Bush," 

No.  500,  "Israel  Enslaved." 
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Superintendents 


Your  September  Check-list 


Are  you  pleased  with  your  progress? 

A  business  consultant  and  organi- 
■^  zational  expert  was  heard  to  say, 
"Unless  you  have  a  clean  desk,  you 
can  not  plan  for  the  future."  It  is 
often  very  difficult  to  be  absorbed  in 
current  details  and  at  the  same  time 
anticipate  the  coming  events  which 
will  require  advance  planning.  In 
case  you  had  forgotten  some  im- 
portant Sunday  School  event,  here 
is  a  September  check-list  for  your 
use. 

100%  Sunday 

Are  you  ready  for  100%  Sunday 
on  the  second  Sunday  of  September? 
This  is  a  happy,  annual  affair  when 
we  give  the  enlistment  work  a  big 
boost.  Be  sure  that  the  enlistment 
committees  in  each  class  have  as- 
signed all  ward  or  branch  members 
on  the  potential  roll  to  someone  in 
the  class  who  will  call  upon  them 
and  invite  them  to  Sunday  School. 

This  means  that  you  will  have 
to  present  a  star  performance  for 
the  visitors  if  you  want  to  keep  them 
as  active  members.  Every  class  must 
be  adequately  manned  with  a  teach- 
er who  is  well  prepared.  It  is  the 
spark  of  interest  in  the  lesson  that 
kindles  the  fire  of  desire  that  makes 
visitors  wish  to  enroll.  (See  The 
Sunday  School  Handbook,  page  90, 
for  the  full  details  of  enlistment,  or- 
ganization and  100%  Sunday  School 
attendance. ) 

The  Dime  Fund 

This  is  the  month  when  you  can 
get  out  of  the  red.  Also,  there  are 
many  things  you  will  want  for  your 


"By  Superintendent  Lynn  S.  Richards 


library.  The  members  will  experience 
the  pleasure  of  giving.  Children  look 
forward  to  the  time  when  they  can 
make  their  contributions. 

No  doubt  you  are  making  prepara- 
tions for  the  Dime  Fund  collection 
on  the  third  Sunday  of  September. 
The  stake  and  General  Board  quota 
is  five  cents  for  each  member  of  your 
ward  or  branch.  Everything  over 
and  above  this  is  yours  to  pay  for 
your  Sunday  School  expenses.  We 
assume  that  you  have  spoken  to  the 


9f  we  perform  our  duties,  each  one 
of  us  in  our  proper  position,  God 
gives  us  power  to  accomplish  the 
object  we  have  in  vie>v,  no  matter 
what  it  is,  or  what  priesthood  we 
hold. 

—John  Taylor. 


bishop  to  see  if  he  prefers  making 
the  contribution  out  of  the  ward 
budget.   Some  bishops  do. 

Please  remit  the  stake's  and  Gen- 
eral Board's  share  promptly.  If  you 
have  carefully  organized,  you  can 
complete  the  drive  in  one  or  two 
Sundays.  We  expect  a  report  from 
the  stakes  that  you  superintendents 
have  collected  your  quotas  100%  by 
October  15. 

Teacher  Training 

You  will  be  looking  forward  to 
the  first  class  of  prospective  teach- 
ers the  last  Sunday  in  September. 
Remember  you  should  submit  to  the 
bishop  the  list  of  prospective  teach- 
ers. They  are  called  and  set  apart. 
Each  should  have  the  teacher  train- 
ing manual  and  text. 

If  you  have  a  group  equal  to  50% 
of  your  Sunday  School  faculty,  the 
graduating  class  should  be  sufficient 
to  replace  the  turnover  of  your  regu- 
lar faculty  members.  Most  wards 
find  it  convenient  to  hold  the  teach- 
er training  session  during  the  wor- 


ship service  period  of  the  Sunday 
School.  This  is  also  a  free  time  for 
a  good  teacher  trainer.  (See  In- 
structor, Sept.  1952  for  many  more 
suggestions. ) 

All  other  teaching  agencies  in  the 
ward  should  be  invited  to  have  their 
teachers  attend  teacher  training 
classes.   (See  your  Handbook.) 

Advancement 

The  time  is  rapidly  approaching 
when  the  advancement  from  one 
class  to  another  takes  place.  Before 
the  time  arrives  you  should  consider 
the  hardship  cases.  They  are  the 
ones  involving  the  proper  placement 
of  children  who  are  not  with  their 
day  school  or  social  friends.  Remov- 
als and  new  members  coming  into 
the  ward  cause  this  situation. 

While  it  is  generally  in  the  pupil's 
interest  to  take  every  course  offered 
in  the  Sunday  School,  the  fore- 
going consideration  should  be  taken 
into  account. 

The  general  plan  for  Sunday 
School  classes  is  based  upon  2-year 
age  groups.  This  will  usually  place 
two  day  school  groups  together  in 
our  Sunday  School  class.  Every  ef- 
fort should  be  made  to  keep  these 
groups  together  and  to  maintain  a 
feeling  among  the  students  that  they 
"belong"  to  the  class  and  are  with 
their  friends. 

Commence  your  study  now  to  de- 
termine which  boys  and  girls  should 
be  transferred  into  a  younger  or 
older  group  so  that  the  class  may  be 
a  homogeneous  one.  All  children  in 
the  same  day  school  classes  and 
neighborhood  companionship  situa- 
tions should  be  placed  as  nearly  as 
possible  in  the  same  Sunday  School 
class.  They  then  move  along  through 
the  entire  Sunday  School  experience 
in  the  same  classes  together.  Make 
the  necessary  changes  immediately 
or  at  such  intervals  as,  in  your  judg- 
ment, you  think  it  desirable. 
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Secretaries 


Keep  Up  The  Pace! 


By  Richard  E.  Folland 


"IJlTkLL,  here  we  are  again  with  the 
annual  compilation.  This  is  for 
1952— almost  time  for  the  1953  re- 
ports. We  are  sure  that  all  of  you 
would  like  to  have  read  of  the  Sun- 
day School  progress  earlier  in  the 
year.  We  would.  Most  of  our  secre- 
taries responded  on  time.  We  were 
held  up  by  just  a  few.  We  trust 
that  those  few  will  read  this  and  de- 
cide right  now  that  their  1953  annual 
report  will  be  on  time  and  will  be 
complete  and  correct. 

Although  this  report  indicates 
progress,  we  are  certain  that  the  Sun- 
day Schools  have  made  even  greater 
progress.  Some  of  the  reports  were 
not  complete.  As  explained  in  for- 
mer years,  our  reported  population 
is  not  as  great  as  the  Church  popula- 
tion. Our  1952  enrollment  is  not  as 
great  as  it  should  be.  We  were  re- 
quested, beginning  in  1952,  to  en- 
roll every  member  of  the  Church. 
This  evidently  was  not  done.  Are 
you  doing  it  for  1953? 

One  of  the  most  important  and 
significant  figures  in  our  statistical 
report  is  the  average  attendance  as 


compared  with  the  reported  popula- 
tion. The  1951  report  was  33.9% 
(we  called  it  34%)  and  for  1952  it 
is  33.7%.  So  that  our  faces  will  not 
be  too  red,  we  shall  call  it  34%.  With 
the  known  efforts  being  exerted  on 
enlistment  work  during  this  year  of 
1953,  we  feel  confident  that  our  av- 
erage attendance  figure  will  be  con- 
siderably higher.  The  Church  con- 
tinually grows;  the  Sunday  Schools 
must  keep  up  the  pace. 

We  have  had  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  wards  and  branches, 
consequently,  a  corresponding  in- 
crease in  number  of  officers  and 
teachers. 

We  repeat  once  again,  that  your 
Sunday  School  records  are  very  im- 


ft^POmo  ~}  /  l>Ot>UtATtON 


portant.  We  believe  that  was  im- 
pressed upon  every  executive  officer 
at  our  1953  convention.  The  manner 
in  which  you  record  and  report  the 
statistical  facts  of  your  school  de- 
termines how  the  General  Board 
judges  your  accomplishments  and, 
consequently,  the  progress  of  the 
Sunday  School.  Your  ward  or  branch 
is  a  very  important  unit  of  the  entire 
Church.  Someone  once  said,  "A 
chain  is  no  stronger  than  its  weakest 
link." 

We  are  looking  forward  to  your 
1953  reports.  We  know  that  they 
are  going  to  be  better  and  more 
complete  and  that  they  will  be  in  on 
time.  We  appreciate  your  labors  and 
your  very  fine  cooperation. 

1951  1952 


AViaAetATTCNOANU 


34% 


34% 


U^ 


OfflCtRS  AND  T€ACHtR.S 


UMB€R  Of  SCHOOLS  R.CPOR.TING 


9^,^71        1,045,230 

3a9,)56        351,621 

1    h\^%          57,496 

%:m             3,562 

As  the  Church  continues  to  grow,  so  must  the  Sunday  Schools.   Our  average  attendance 
figure  is  keeping  pace  with  last  year  s— still  34%. 


SEEING   CENTURIES   AHEAD 

'Sy  Patricia   Wixom* 


IJow  would  you  like  to  have  a  vi- 
sion in  which  you  could  see  100, 
1,000,  or  even  2,000  years  from  now? 
This  was  the  privilege  that  Nephi, 
father  of  the  Nephites,  had.  He  lived 
about  six  hundred  years  before  Jesus 
was  born,  and  yet  in  a  vision  he  saw 
things  which  would  come  to  pass 
1,500,  1,700,  even  1,800  years  after 
the  Savior  died. 

Nephi  saw  in  his  vision  many  na- 
tions and  kingdoms  which  were  sep- 
arated   from    his    land,    which    is 


America,  by  many  waters.  These 
we  know  were  the  European  nations. 
Then  he  saw  one  man  come  forth  to 
sail  upon  the  many  waters.  From 
history  we  know  that  this  man  was 
Christopher  Columbus.  Then  he  saw 
other  people  cross  these  many  waters 
to  this  land.  These  we  know  were 
our  pilgrim  fathers  and  other  op- 
pressed people. 

These  pilgrims  were  a  thankful 
and  prayerful  people  and  they  pros- 
pered. 


All  these  things  Nephi  saw  in  his 
vision.  And  as  we  read  through  our 
history  we  have  seen  these  things 
come  to  pass. 

Also  there  is  a  great  promise  given 
to  those  living  in  America: 

".  .  .  And  they  shall  he  a  blessed 
people  upon  the  promised  land  for- 
ever; they  shall  he  no  more  brought 
down  into  captivity;  and  the  house 
of  Israel  shall  no  more  he  con- 
founded." 1  'Nephi  14:2. 

*A  2%-ininute  talk  in  Valley  Center  Ward  Sun- 
day School,  Millcreek  Stake   (Salt  Lake  City). 
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spiritual  Development  Through  Memorization  for  November 


WHAT  IT  MEANS  TO  BE!  A 
LATTER-DAY  SAINT 

Course  No.  7 

Yea,  blessed  are  they  whose  feet 
stand  upon  the  land  of  Zion,  who 
have  obeyed  my  gospel;  for  they 
shall  receive  for  their  reward  the 
good  things  of  the  earth,  and  it  shall 
bring  forth  in  its  strength. 

And  they  shall  also  be  crowned 
with  blessings  from  above,  yea,  and 
with  commandments  not  a  few,  and 
with  revelations  in  their  time— they 
that  are  faithful  and  diligent  before 
me. 

—Doctrine  and  Covenants  59:3,  4. 

LEADERS  OF  THE  SCRIPTURES 

Course  No.  9 

Behold,  I  am  he  that  gave  the  law, 
and  I  am  he  who  covenanted  with 
my  people  Israel;  therefore,  the  law 
in  me  is  fulfilled,  for  I  have  come  to 
fulfil  the  law;  therefore  it  hath  an 
end. 

-3  Nephi  15:5. 

ANCIENT  APOSTLES 

Course  No.  11 

For  this  is  the  love  of  God,  that 
we  keep  his  commandments :  and  his 
commandments  are  not  grievoiis. 

-I  John  5:3. 

OUR  STANDARD  WORKS 
Course  No.  13 
Behold,  I  will  send  you  Elijah  the 

''See  Course  No.  29. 


prophet  before  the  coming  of  the 
great  and  dreadful  day  of  the  Lord: 
And  he  shall  turn  the  heart  of  the 
fathers  to  the  children,  and  the  heart 
of  the  children  to  their  fathers,  lest 
I  come  and  smite  the  earth  with  a 


curse. 


—Malachi  4:5-6, 


LIFE  IN  ANCIENT  AMERICA 

Course  No.  15 

.  .  .  Therefore,  what  manner  of 
men  ought  ye  to  be?  Verily  I  say 
unto  you,  even  as  I  am. 

-3  Nephi  27:27. 

GOOD  TIDINGS  TO  ALL 
PEOPLE 

Course  No.  17 

Let  not  your  heart  be  ti*oubled: 
ye  believe  in  God,  believe  also  in 
me. 

In  my  Father's  house  are  many 
mansions :  if  it  were  not  so,  I  would 
have  told  you.  I  go  to  prepare  a 
place  for  you. 

-John  14:1,  2. 

PRINCIPLES  AND  PRACTICE 
OF  GENEALOGY 

Course  No.  21 

Behold,  the  time  has  fully  come, 
which  was  spoken  of  by  the  mouth 
of  Malachi  —  testifying  that  he 
[Elijah]  should  be  sent,  before  the 
great  and  dreadful  day  of  the  Lord 
come- 
To  turn  the  hearts  of  the  fathers  to 
the  children,  and  the  children  to  the 
fathers,  lest  the  whole  earth  be  smit- 
ten with  a  curse- 


Therefore,  the  keys  of  this  dis- 
pensation are  committed  into  your 
hands;  and  by  this  ye  may  know  that 
the  great  and  dreadful  day  of  the 
Lord  is  near,  even  at  the  doors. 
—Doctrine  and  Covenants  110:14-16. 


PARENT  AND  YOUTH 
Course  No.  25 

And  they  shall  also  teach  their 
children  to  pray,  and  to  walk  up- 
rightly before  the  Lord. 

And  the  inhabitants  of  Zion  shall 
also   observe    the    Sabbath    day   to 
keep  it  holy. 
-Doctrine  and  Covenants  68:28-29. 

TEACHINGS  OF  THE  OLD 

TESTAMENT 

Course  No.  27 

Woe  unto  them  that  call  evil  good, 
and  good  evil;  that  put  darkness  for 
light,  and  light  for  darkness;  that 
put  bitter  for  sweet,  and  sweet  for 
bitter! 

—Jsaiah  5:20. 

A  MARVELOUS  WORK 
AND  A  WONDER 

Course  No.  29 

Jesus  answered  them,  and  said, 
My  doctrine  is  not  mine,  but  his 
that  sent  me. 

If  any  man  will  do  his  will,  he 
shall  know  of  the  doctrine,  whether 
it  be  of  God,  or  whether  I  speak  of 
myself. 

-John  7:16-17. 


Ceek  first  the  kingdom  of  God  and     U*aith  is  a  gift  of  God;  it  is  the  I^aith  comes  by  hearing  the  word 

O  t:t-„   „-„,i-4. — J    ^^^   „!„„     1  fruitage    of    righteous  living.    It  of  God,  through  the  testimony  of 

does  not  come  to  us  by  our  com-  the  servants  of  God;  that  testimony 

mand  but  is  the  result  of  doing  the  is  always  attended  by  the  Spirit  of 

will  of  our  Heavenly  Father.  prophecy  and  revelation. 

—George  Albert  Smith.  -^Joseph  Smith,  Jr. 


His   righteousness,   and   all  else 
that    is     desirable,     including    the 


knowledge    for    which    you    yearn 
shall  be  given  unto  you. 

—Joseph  F.  Smith. 
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Librariam 


66 


...Ye  Are  Called...'^ 


By  J.  HoJman   Waters 


A  chance  remark  made  in  the  presence  of  a  5-year-old 
"^  girl  some  years  ago  lighted  a  spark  in  that  girl's 
heart  which  constantly  burned  brighter  until  today  it 
has  culminated  in  the  realization  of  a  lifelong  ambition. 
The  results  of  that  remark  promise  to  be  of  great  help 
to  teachers  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  and  Church  history. 
That  girl  was  Sister  Zola  Stallings  now  of  Mesa, 
Ariz.  She  had  solicited  the  aid  of  her  father  in  pre- 
paring a  small  cabin  for  a  Primary  pioneer  exhibit. 
As  she  and  an  uncle  watched  her  father  rule  the  lines 
on  the  paper  to  indicate  the  logs  of  the  cabin,  her 
uncle  remarked,  "It  would  take  quite  an  artist  to  draw 
the  bark  on  those  logs." 

Upon  hearing  this,  there  came  into  the  heart  of 
little  Zola  a  strong  wish  that  she  had  the  ability  to 
draw  the  bark  on  those  logs.  But  quickly  there  fol- 
lowed the  thought  that  if  her  father  and  her  uncle 
with  all  the  things  they  could  do  did  not  possess  the 
ability  to  draw  that  bark,  how  could  she  ever  expect 
to  do  so. 

Pictorial  Help 

With  the  passing  of  the  years,  however,  the  longing 
stayed  with  Sister  Stallings  to  create  pictorially  some- 
thing that  would  help  in  teaching  the  Gospel  that  she 
learned  to  love  more  with  each  passing  year.  With 
this  goal  in  mind,  she  utilized  every  means  available 
to  develop  her  artistic  talent.  When  opportunity  came 
to  teach  in  the  Primary  and  Sunday  School,  she  learned 
how  effective  an  appropriate  picture  was  in  lesson 
presentation.  Soon  other  teachers  became  aware  of 
her  ability  to  present  lessons  through  drawings  and 
pictures,  and  she  was  kept  busy  filling  requests  of 
these  other  teachers  for  pictures  that  helped  teach 
lessons. 

The  demands  of  a  busy  life  and  raising  a  family 
of  five  wonderful  children  caused  an  impairment  in 
the  health  of  Sister  Stallings,  and  for  several  years 
she  was  confined  to  her  home.  During  this  time,  she 
spent  many  hours  with  the  scriptures  and  learned  to 
know  and  love  them.  As  she  studied  the  wonderful 
stories  in  the  Bible,  Book  of  Mormon,  Doctrine  and 
Covenants  and  Pearl  of  Great  Price  she  constructed  a 
series  of  illustrated  notebooks  on  the  Gospel  story. 
With  this  work  came  a  conviction  that  adult  groups  as 
well  as  children  could  better  be  taught  the  Gospel 
through  the  use  of  the  right  kind  of  visual  illustrations. 

A  teacher  to  the  local  LDS  Indians  presented  a 
flannelboard  talk  to  them  which  Sister  Stallings  had 
prepared  on  the  destiny  of  the  Lamanites.  The  Indian 
women  wept  and  said  that  no  one  had  ever  explained 
this  to  them  before  in  a  way  that  they  could  under- 


Sister  Zola  Stallings  displays  on  a  flannelboard  some   of  the 
Book  of  Mormon  set  pieces  that  she  has  created. 


stand  and  appreciate.  Requests  for  the  material  that 
Sister  Stallings  had  prepared  became  so  great  among 
workers  with  the  Indian  groups  that  it  was  impossible 
to  supply  the  demand  through  tracing  and  "dittoing" 
them.  Requests  came  from  as  far  away  as  the  Canadian 
Indian  Mission. 

With  the  work  of  creating  the  illustrations  for 
Sister  Marie  M.  Barton  for  her  printing  of  the  set,  "Our 
Promised  Land,"  and  her  book  of  poems  and  songs, 
"Heaven  Within  My  Door,"  came  the  "know-how"  of 
preparing  material  for  the  printer  and  commercial 
distribution. 

Realized  Dream 

As  a  result  of  the  accumulation  of  the  knowledge 
and  ability  gathered  through  constant  use  of  her 
artistic  talent,  through  detailed  study  of  the  scriptures, 
and  through  exacting  preparation  of  material  for  com- 
mercial reproduction.  Sister  Stallings  then  started  work 
toward  realizing  a  dream  that  she  had  had  for  some 
time— the  preparation  of  a  set  of  illustrations  on  the 
Book  of  Mormon  and  Church  history  that  could  be 
used  on  the  flannelboard  with  a  prepared  script  or 
talk  to  go  with  them. 

In  1952  the  illustrations  were  completed  and  printed. 
In  the  latter  part  of  that  year,  the  script  was  finished, 
and  both  are  now  available.  To  keep  the  cost  to  a 
minimum,  the  illustrations  are  done  in  black  and 
white  with  shadings.  They  can  be  used  in  their  original 
form,  or  they  can  be  colored  by  hand  if  it  is  desired. 
They  come  on  sheets  of  a  paper  that  adheres  readily 
to  a  flannelboard  without  further  treatment,  with  several 
illustrations  to  a  sheet. 

A  pair  of  scissors  and  a  steady  hand  is  all  that  is 
required  to  cut  out  the  figures  and  have  them  ready 
for  use.  The  script  comes  as  two  complete  lectures, 
but  the  teacher  can  construct  a  series  of  lessons  from 
the  material,  or  the  illustrations  can  well  be  used  with 
the  Sunday  School  lessons  on  these  particular  subjects. 

In  this  material  are  included  things  that  will  appeal 
to  the  adult  and  the  child.  The  addition  of  this  set  to 
your  Sunday  School  library  will  be  of  great  assistance 
to  teachers  of  many  Sunday  School  classes.  These  sets 
may  be  obtained  directly  from  Sister  Zola  Stallings 
at  130  So.  Drew  Street,  Mesa,  Arizona.  The  price  is 
$2.90. 
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Hymn  for  the  Month  of  November 


Come,  Ye  Thankful  People 


"There  let  the  pealing  Organ  blow 
To  the  full  voiced  Quire  below. 
In  Service  high  and  Anthems  clear 
As   may,   with   sweetness,  through 

mine  ear 
Dissolve  me  into  ecstasies 
And  bring  all  Heaven  before  mine 
eyes,"  [John  Milton.) 


VTovEMBEB,  1953,  "Come,  Ye  Thank- 
ful  People,"  Hymns— Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of   Latter-day   Saints, 
No.  29. 

'Phe  month  of  November  affords  ex- 
cellent  opportunity  to  teach  the 
fundamental  principle  of  THANK- 
FULNESS -  being  grateful  for  the 
bounties  of  life  and  expressing  ap- 
preciation for  these  blessings  to  our 
Heavenly  Father. 

"And  now  I  would  that  ye  should 
be  .  .  .  diligent  in  keeping  the  com- 
mandments of  God  at  all  times;  ask- 


ing for  whatsoever  things  ye  stand  in 
need,  both  spiritual  and  temporal; 
always  returning  thanks  unto  God 
for  whatsoever  things  ye  do  receive." 

-Alma  7:23. 

FOR  CHORISTERS:  The  dotted 
quarter  notes  in  this  selection  add 
interest  and  stress  to  important 
words  that  appear  in  the  text.  Note 
the  consistent  repetition  found  in 
the  rhythm  pattern  in  lines  one  and 
three  and  lines  two  and  four. 

This  hymn  is  powerful  when  sung 
in  unison;  however,  we  cannot  dis- 
regard the  interesting  harmony  that 


Sacrament  Music  and  Gem 

For  the  Month  of  November 


i 


i 


Sostenuto 


W 


^ 


I 


/      f  f 


^>^^  '^  .1  J  J  J 


*"^t 


^ 


i 


GERRIT  DE  JONG,  JR. 


m 


f 


r 


^ 


p 


SACRAMENT  GEM 

May  we  be  among  the  number 
Worthy  to  surround  the  board. 

And  partake  anew  the  emblems 
Of  the  suff  ring  of  our  Lord. 


is  so  prominent  in  duet  combina- 
tions. We  naturally  look  at  the  so- 
prano and  alto  parts  to  see  the 
numerous  thirds  and  sixths  that  oc- 
cur. Let  us  be  sure  that  the  bass 
singers  feel  equally  important  in 
their  duet  work  with  the  sopranos. 
This  hymn  has  a  rather  consistent 
climax  and  should  be  sung  in  a  joy- 
ful style. 

—Vernon  J.  LeeMaster. 

FOR  ORGANISTS:  This  hymn 
is  easy  enough  to  sing,  to  direct,  and 
to  play  in  an  ordinary  way,  but  it 
will  take  a  bit  of  care  and  skill  to 
infuse  into  it  the  life,  and  glad  spirit 
which  it  deserves.  Now  how  do  we 
do  that? 

First,  "we  need  not  be  in  a  hurry. 
There  is  time  enough  for  all  things, 
even  for  singing  thanks  to  our 
Heavenly  Father.  Let  the  tempo  be 
quite  steady  in  order  to  lend  its 
strength  to  the  hymn.  You  know,  of 
course,  that  "all  God's  children  got 
rhythm."  You  need  not  be  a  trained 
musician  to  enjoy  rhythm,  for  the 
rhythm  of  music  is  akin  to  the 
rhythms  of  life  all  about  us.  So,  di- 
rectors, let  go  of  your  meaningless 
meanderings,  and  take  hold  of  this 
hymn  with  a  firm  and  steady  beat. 
And  you  organists  back  them  up 
with  like  kind  of  playing. 

Second,  play  this  hymn  in  a 
marked  style,  marcato.  The  melody 
may  be  played  quite  legato  in  order 
to  give  it  a  singing  quality,  but  sep- 
arate the  other  three  lower  parts 
clearly.  There  are  so  many  re- 
peated notes,  that  it  will  not  hurt  to 
separate  them  all.  Try  it;  you  will 
be  pleased  with  the  resultant  "pro- 
fessional" style. 

This  hymn  is  meant  to  be  sung 
with  full  voice  resulting  from  a  full 
heart.  Will  it  not  be  strange  if  the 
organist  plays  in  a  weak  and  mincing 
manner?  All  right  then,  gird  up  your 
tonal  armor,  put  on  the  stops,  play 
forte,  and  let  your  sound  be  equal 
in  loudness  with  all  the  congrega- 
tion. 

—Alexander  Schreiner. 
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Teacher  Training 


Designed  for  Assistance 


Ceptember  is  the  month  for  ward 
^  Sunday  School  superintendents 
to  make  plans  for  teacher  training 
classes  for  1953-54.  Inasmuch  as 
these  should  begin  on  the  last  Sun- 
day in  September  the  month  of 
August  is  the  time  for  organizing 
them. 

Several  years  ago  the  General 
Authorities  of  the  Church  gave  to 
the  Sunday  School  the  assignment 
of  conducting  courses  in  teacher 
training  to  prepare  teachers  for  all 
ward  organizations.  In  many  wards 
throughout  the  Church  these  courses 
have  been  considered  to  be  ex- 
tremely valuable.  Ward  superin- 
tendents are  urged  to  follow  the 
procedure  as  outlined  below. 

Decide  on  Plan 

Decide  which  'plan  of  teacher 
training  you  wish  to  follow.  The 
General  Board  recommends  that  if 
possible  a  class  in  teacher  training 
be  organized  as  a  regular  Sunday 
School  class.  This  class  usually  be- 
gins the  last  Sunday  in  September 
and  continues  until  the  middle  of 
April.  Twenty-seven  lessons  are  in- 
cluded in  the  course  of  study.  Class 
periods  should  be  a  minimum  of  45 
minutes  in  length  and  preferably 
one  hour  in  length. 

If  the  superintendent  finds  that  a 
room  is  not  available  for  teacher 
training  during  regular  Sunday 
School  class  time,  it  is  suggested  that 
arrangements  be  made  to  have  this 
group  meet  in  one  of  the  classrooms 
during  the  opening  exercises  of  the 
Sunday  School.  This  would  provide 
approximately  45  minutes  of  class 
time,  and  if  the  group  could  meet 
15  minutes  earlier  a  full  hour  could 
be  available.  When  the  regular  Sun- 
day School  separates  to  departments, 
the  members  of  the  teacher  training 
class  could  go  to  their  regular  Sun- 
day School  classes. 

If  the  superintendent  finds  that  a 
teacher  training  class  cannot  be  or- 


By  William  P.  Miller 


ganized  as  part  of  the  Sunday  School, 
it  is  recommended  that  some  other 
time  be  chosen.  If  a  ward  class  is 
impractical,  it  is  suggested  that  two 
or  more  wards  cooperate  in  a  teach- 
er training  class. 

The  stake  superintendency  should 
be  consulted  in  making  all  plans  to 
provide  teacher  training. 


Extend  a  helping  hand  to  the  rest  of  the 

ward;   organize  a  teacher  training  course 

in  your  Sunday  School. 


Choose  Teacher 

Select  the  teacher  for  the  class. 
This  is  a  most  important  step  be- 
cause the  success  of  the  class  de- 
pends upon  a  capable  teacher.  The 
teacher  should  be  a  person  who  has 


The  teacher  training  program   is  a 
Churchwide  service  designed  to  re- 
cruit and  train  teachers  for  all   of 
the  priesthood  quorums  and   auxil- 
iary organizations  of  the  Church. 
—Supplement  to  the  Teacher 
Training  Course. 


a  firm  testimony  of  the  Gospel  and 
whose  main  objective  will  be  to 
train  teachers  to  be  eflFective  in 
developing  testimonies.  A  well- 
grounded  member  of  the  Church 
who  understands  the  principles  of 
learning  and  good  teaching  methods 
and  who  is  also  an  excellent  and 
enthusiastic  teacher  is  the  type  we 
seek. 

Select  Students 

Select  the  students  for  the  class. 
Many  teacher  training  classes  have 
failed  because  this  third  step,  re- 
cruiting, has  been  taken  for  granted. 
Many  of  the  most  successful  classes 
have  been  conducted  when  the  stu- 
dents have  been  enrolled  as  the  re- 
sult of  a  special  invitation  or  assign- 
ment from  the  bishop.  The  bishop 
should  be  interested  because  this 
class  should  train  teachers  for  all 
ward  organizations.  It  is  recom- 
mended that  the  bishop,  after  con- 
ferring with  the  heads  of  his  ward 


organizations,  issue  a  special  invita- 
tion or  "call"  to  those  who  are  se- 
lected for  the  course.  After  stu- 
dents are  enrolled,  they  should  not 
be  taken  from  the  class  for  other 
assignments  until  the  course  is  com- 
pleted. The  course  of  study  is  out- 
lined in  such  a  way  that  continuous 
progress  through  it  is  essential  for 
best  results.  A  constantly  changing 
class  membership  defeats  the  suc- 
cess of  the  course. 

It  is  recommended  that  students 
be  at  least  20  years  of  age.  Although 
it  may  appear  to  be  easier  to  re- 
cruit prospective  teachers  16  to  20 
years  of  age,  this  is  not  recommend- 
ed. It  is  strongly  urged  that  these 
young  people  continue  as  members 
of  their  regular  Sunday  School 
classes  until  they  complete  the  regu- 
lar Sunday  School  course  of  study 
before  being  assigned  a  Sunday 
School  teaching  position. 

More  details  concerning  the  teach- 
er training  program  are  found  in 
The  Sunday  School  Handbook,  page 
58. 

Texts  for  the  course,  as  listed  be- 
low, are  available  at  the  Deseret 
Book  Store. 

Teaching  as  the  Direction  of  Ac- 
tivities, by  Dr.  John  T.  Wahlquist. 
Price  $1.25,  clothbound;  75c  paper- 
bound. 

Principles  of  Teaching,  revised 
1953,  by  Dr.  Adam  S.  Bennion.  Price 
$1.25. 

The  Masters  Art,  by  Dr.  Howard 
R.  Driggs.  Price  $1.50. 

Supplement  to  the  Sunday  School 
Teacher  Training  Course,  by  the 
Teacher  Training  Committee.  Price 
60c. 
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Ward  Faculty  Lesson  for  November 


A 


s  the  writer  surveys  this  subject  it  is  as  if  she  were 
using  a  kaleidoscope  to  view  pictures  of  outstand- 
ing Junior  Sunday  School  workers  who  are  laying  the 
foundations  for  little  children  to  appreciate  the  gospel. 

Many  Approaches 

The  first  picture  that  comes  to  my  mind  is  that  of 
a  Junior  Sunday  School  coordinator,  a  silvery-haired, 
sweet-faced  woman  who  instilled  a  love  for  the  good 
and  beautiful  in  boys  and  girls  with  whom  she  came 
in  contact.  She  taught  the  children  to  love  the  songs 
of  Zion  and  she  helped  them  gain  experience  in  planning 
and  carrying  out  some  of  the  activities  of  the  Sunday 
School.  Children  loved  her  as  she  guided  them  to 
gospel  appreciation  through  kindness  and  love. 

The  next  picture  that  comes  to  mind  is  that  of  a 
Junior  Sunday  School  leader  who  had  a  great  talent  for 
letting  children  know  they  were  loved  and  wanted.  She 
knew  every  child's  name  and  welcomed  him  kindly.  If 
little  brother  felt  lonely  she  had  his  older  sister  sit  with 
him  in  the  worship  service  or  go  with  him  to  his  own 
little  class  until  he  felt  more  secure.  I  have  watched  her 
as  she  held  a  frightened  child  on  her  lap  as  she  went 
about  the  business  of  conducting  the  worship  service. 

The  third  is  that  of  a  coordinator  who  was  very  cog- 
nizant of  the  value  of  visual  aids  in  teaching  children 
the  Gospel.  She  and  her  teachers  worked  diligently  to 
get  the  best  possible  materials  to  implement  the  stories 
and  songs  and  to  give  the  children  a  more  vivid  picture 
and  a  better  understanding  of  the  Gospel.    How  de- 
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Teach 

Them 

To  Love 

The 
Ciospel 


By  Hazel  West  Lewis 


A  kaleidoscope  view  of  outstanding 
teachers  shows  them  laying  founda- 
tions for  Gospel  understanding  by 
their  use  of  many  talents  and  tech- 
niques. Yet  each  needed  to  re-ex- 
amine his  objectives  occasionally. 
DO  YOU? 


lighted  the  children  were  as  they  learned  a  song  made 
vivid  to  them  by  flannelboard  pictures.  What  a  beauti- 
ful worship  setting  she  made  for  the  children  with 
the  use  of  pictures  and  flowers. 

This  time  the  picture  that  stands  out  is  that  of  a 
storyteller  who  told  the  story  of  the  Baby  Moses  to  a 
group  of  children.  They  sat  enthralled  as  she  deftly 
manipulated  the  figures  on  the  groove  board.  Spon- 
taneous comments  of  the  children  following  the  story 
were  evidence  of  their  keen  appreciation. 

The  last  picture  is  of  a  young  teacher  who  had  pre- 
pared carefully  and  well.  The  children's  curiosity  was 
whetted  by  guessing  the  contents  of  a  big  bag.  After 
many  questions  concerning  the  contents,  the  teacher 
let  tiie  children  take  turns  in  drawing  from  the  sack 
different  kinds  of  seeds.  She  talked  about  the  seeds, 
showing  the  children  the  seeds  that  had  wings,  those 
that  could  float  on  the  water,  and  those  that  were 
carried  in  the  fur  of  animals.  She  told  them  how 
Heavenly  Father  had  planned  for  seeds  to  grow  and 
make  more  of  their  kind.  That  the  children  were  truly 
interested  was  evidenced  by  their  questions  and  con- 
versation. 

For  Better  Gospel  Understanding 

Each  of  these  Junior  Sunday  School  workers  was, 
in  her  own  way,  helping  the  children  appreciate  the 
Gospel.  They  had  a  genuine  interest  in  chfldren  and 
loved  the  Gospel  themselves.  Each  teacher  had  her 
own  individual  strengths  or  talents  in  teaching.    But 
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since  the  approach  of  each  was  different  we  see  that 
the  problem  is  rather  complex  and  that  all  teachers 
whether  experienced  or  not  need  to: 

1.  Re-examine  the  purpose  for  which  the  Junior 
Sunday  School  was  created, 

2.  Find  out  what  foundations  of  Gospel  under- 
standing and  appreciation  we  are  trying  to  lay, 

3.  Seek  to  find  an  interesting  and  effective  way 
to  express  the  principles  under  consideration, 

4.  Discover  the  opportunities  provided  in  Junior 
Sunday  School  that  give  children  an  understanding 
of  our  Gospel. 

Purpose  of  Junior  Sunday  School  Organization^ 

Our  Junior  Sunday  School  was  created  for  the 
purpose  of  teaching  an  appreciation  of  the  Gospel  in 
a  way  that  children  could  understand.  Through  Sab- 
bath School  experience  the  child: 

1.  Gains  an  understanding  of  whom  and  why  he 
worships.  His  concept  of  Heavenly  Father  is  gradu- 
ally being  developed. 

2.  Receives  practice  in  "living  his  rehgion."  In  the 
worship  services  of  the  Junior  Sunday  School  he 
learns  to  pray.  He  sings  songs  about  Heavenly 
Father  with  his  classmates.  He  learns  to  smile  and 
say  "Good  morning"  to  his  teacher  and  the  boys  and 
girls.  In  an  advanced  class  he  learns  the  meaning 
of  kindness  through  writing  a  letter  to  someone  who 
is  ill.  In  a  nursery  class  he  shares  playthings  with  the 
other  children. 

3.  Participates  in  worth-while  experiences  such 
as  praying,  singing,  partaking  of  the  sacrament  and 
listening  attentively  to  a  story  that  will  help  the 
child  to  grow  spiritually. 

4.  Receives  help  in  formulating  a  philosophy  of 
living. 

Foundations  for  Gospel  Appreciation  and 
Understanding 

We  are  trying  to  lay  a  foundation  of  Gospel  under- 
standing and  appreciation.  Those  who  work  vdth  small 
children  know  that  their  ability  to  understand  depends 
on  their  maturity.  Many  times  a  child  is  confused  and 
bewildered  if  facts  are  presented  to  him  before  he  is 
ready.  This  thought  has  been  paramount  in  the  minds 
of  our  writers  as  they  worked  on  the  manuals  for  use 
in  the  various  classes  of  the  Junior  Sunday  School. 
Much  study  of  the  needs  and  the  abilities  of  children 
of  these  age  levels  has  been  undertaken  before  the 
writing  was  done.  Let  us  examine  manuals  for  some 
of  the  understandings  and  appreciations  we  would  like 
children  to  gain. 

1.  Our  Concept  of  Heavenly  Father  and  Jesus. 

The  new  manual,  Growing  Spiritually,  for  Course 
No.  2  (Kindergarten)  devotes  a  whole  unit,  "I  Have  a 
Father  in  Heaven,"  to  the  development  of  this  con- 
cept. From  the  manual,  Living  Our  Religion,  Part  II, 
we  note  further  development  of  this  concept  in  the 
unit  entitled  "Happy  Living  Comes  Through  Learning 
to  Understand  Our  Heavenly  Father." 

^See  article  "Opportunities  for  Ethical  Guidance  in  the  Junior  Sun- 
day School  Environment"  by  Hazel  Fletcher  Young,  Instructor,  Jan.  1949, 


2.  Appreciation  of  the  Teachings  of  Jesus. 

The  manuals  have  abundant  material  for  giving  the 
child  an  appreciation  of  Jesus  and  his  teachings.  There 
are  also  suggestions  as  to  how  the  lesson  can  be  car- 
ried over  into  the  child's  life.  The  following  are  typical 
lessons  which  deal  with  this  subject.  As  you  study 
the  manuals  you  will  note  many  more. 

Lesson  30,  "I  Believe  in  Doing  Good,"  Growing 
Spiritually. 

Lesson  29,  "We  Are  Kind  to  Every  One  in  Our 
Neighborhood,"  Spiritual  Growth  in  the  Kindergarten. 

Lesson  2,  "Jesus  Taught  How  to  Live  a  Good  Life," 
Living  Our  Religion,  Part  II,  Unit  1. 

3.  The  Value  of  the  Human  Soul. 

We  are  all  important  in  the  eyes  of  our  Heavenly 
Father.  He  loves  us  all.  In  the  manual,  Joyful  Living, 
the  unit  on  People  stresses  this  idea.  Lesson  2,  "Our 
Heavenly  Father  Loves  Me,"  from  Growing  Spiritually 
handles  the  above  concept  in  a  sensitive  and  beautiful 
way. 

4.  Appreciation  of  the  Standard  Church  Works, 

Junior  Sunday  School  workers  will  be  interested  in 
unit  8,  "I  Learn  About  Heavenly  Father  and  His 
Children  Through  His  Books,"  found  in  Growing  Spir- 
itually." This  unit  was  designed  to  help  children  be- 
come acquainted  with  some  of  the  lovely  books  of  our 
Church  through  stories,  poems  and  bits  of  scriptures."^ 
The  other  manuals  in  use  in  the  Junior  Sunday  School 
have  encouraged  teachers  to  read  to  the  children  from 
the  Bible  and  to  memorize  certain  bits  of  scripture. 

5.  Understanding  some  of  the  Ordinances  of  the 
Gospel. 

Such  ordinances  as  baptism,  confirmation,  bless- 
ing the  baby,  and  blessing  the  sacrament  are  explained 
to  the  children  in  a  fine  way  in  the  following  lessons: 

Lesson  8,  Unit.  2,  "Baptism  is  a  Reminder  of  the 
Things  Our  Heavenly  Father  Wants  Us  to  Do,"  Living 
Our  Religion,  Part  II; 

Lesson  5,  Unit  2,  "The  Sacrament  Helps  Us  to 
Live  Some  of  the  Things  Jesus  Taught,"  Living  Our 
Religion,  Part  II; 

Lesson  22,  "At  Sunday  School  We  Take  the  Sacra- 
ment," Spiritual  Growth  in  the  Kindergarten; 

Lesson  25,  Unit  2,  "All  of  the  Family  Go  to  Church," 
Spiritual  Growth  in  the  Kindergarten  (Blessing  the 
Baby); 

Lesson  47,  Unit  11,  "Prayers  at  Sunday  School," 
Sunday  Morning  in  the  Nursery. 

Lay  a  Gospel  Foundation 

Besides  a  foundation  of  Gospel  understanding  the 
Junior  Sunday  School  plans  to  lay  a  foundation  of 
religious  attitudes  and  behavior.  Here  are  some  ques- 
tions that  we  might  ask  ourselves: 

^Growing  Spiritually,  Part  I,  the  new  manual  for  Course  No.  2  (Kinder- 
garten )  for  1954  written  by  Hazel  F.  Young,  Claribel  W.  Aldous,  Margaret 
Hopkinson  and  Erma  A.  Kunzler. 
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1.  Are  we  helping  the  children  to  look  forward 
to  Sunday  School  as  a  pleasant  experience?  Is  the 
child  made  to  feel  that  he  is  wanted,  recognized, 
and  secure  in  his  Sunday  home?  Is  he  being  given 
an  opportunity  to  participate  in  the  worship  service 
or  class  discussion? 

2.  Are  we  helping  the  child  to  form  regular  habits 
of  attendance?  If  he  fails  to  come  to  Sunday  School 
are  we  finding  out  why  he  isn't  there? 

3.  Are  we  helping  children  feel  that  our  chapels 
are  the  houses  of  the  Lord  and  that  we  act  in  a 
reverent  way  while  there? 

Put  Principles  of  Gospel  Into  Action 

The  principles  of  the  Gospel  must  be  put  into  action. 
Such  fundamental  virtues  as  kindness,  fair  play,  grati- 
tude, cooperation,  love  and  others  can  be  practiced  by 
the  teacher  as  she  works  with  the  children.  Through 
the  teachers'  example  and  the  teachers'  suggestions 
children  will  begin  to  put  these  virtues  into  practice. 
The  following  suggestions  come  from  the  manuals. 
They  stress  the  "doing"  part  of  our  rehgion.   They  are: 

1.  An  older  brother  or  sister  might  be  invited  to 
visit  the  class.  He  could  tell  of  some  of  the  nice 
things  his  younger  brother  does  to  show  his  love. 
( Growing  Spiritually. ) 

2.  Perhaps  the  group  could  decide  upon  a  project 
in  which  they  might  engage  to  show  kindness  to 
some  neighbor.  They  might  visit  a  sick  person  or 
make  some  get-well  cards  for  an  absent  member  of 
the  class.  (Growing  Spiritually.) 

3.  Let  the  children  make  a  card  to  send  to  a 
missionary  from  their  ward,  or  let  them  dictate  a  let- 
ter to  you  and  then  you  print  their  names  on  the 
bottom.  Pictures  could  be  sent  in  the  letter.  ( Spiritual 
Growth  in  the  Kindergarten.) 

4.  Let  the  children  make  a  picture  book  for  the 
nursery.  From  magazines  and  seed  catalogs  cut 
pictures  of  good  things  to  eat.  Make  a  booklet, 
preferably  of  cloth  which  will  be  more  durable. 
Have  the  children  cut  and  mount  their  pictures  on 
the  cloth  booklet.  (Spiritual  Growth  in  the  Kinder- 
garten. ) 


5.  Let  the  children  decide  upon  at  least  one  thing 
that  he  can  do  to  make  himself  a  better  brother  or 
sister  in  the  family  group.  ( Living  Our  Religion,  Part 
IL) 

The  above  are  just  a  few  of  the  ways  we  can  help 
the  children  live  the  Gospel.  Perhaps  you  as  a  group 
of  teachers  might  like  to  scan  the  manuals  for  other 
ways. 

Creative  Expression 

Children  should  be  given  a  chance  to  express  them- 
selves creatively.  Let  the  children  make  some  Christmas 
surprises  to  give  pleasure  to  someone  at  home  and 
help  the  family  catch  the  real  spirit.  Suggestions  are 
given  in  the  manuals  with  full  opportunity  for  the  boys 
and  the  girls  to  do  original  work.  ( Growing  Spiritually. ) 

Choose  a  committee  of  children  to  make  a  sketch 
map  of  the  neighborhood  in  which  the  children  live, 
showing  main  streets,  avenues,  blocks,  rivers,  lakes,  etc. 
Let  each  child  make  a  picture  of  his  own  house.  The 
pictures  may  be  cut  out  and  pasted  on  the  sketch  map 
in  the  proper  places.  The  church  house,  the  school 
house  and  other  items  of  interest  might  be  included 
on  the  map.  This  map  was  to  be  used  in  subsequent 
lessons.  (Living  Our  Religion,  Part  II.) 

Gospel  Understanding  and  Appreciation 

The  teacher  is  truly  laying  a  foundation  for  Gospel 
understanding  and  appreciation  if: 

1.  She  gives  the  children  an  understanding  of  our 
gospel  in  a  way  that  has  meaning  for  them. 

2.  She  helps  them  build  a  fine  attitude  toward 
coming  to  Sunday  School. 

3.  She  gives  them  opportunity  for  expressing 
themselves  in  the  worship  service  through  participa- 
tion in  songs,  in  the  prayer,  in  2y2-minute  talks.  She 
gives  them  opportunity  in  the  class  period  for  con- 
versation and  discussion. 

4.  She  gives  them  opportunities  for  creative  ex- 
pression such  as  drawing,  modeling,  writing  a  letter, 
a  poem,  or  a  story  that  centers  around  the  spiritual 
theme  for  that  Sabbath  Day. 


MINNIE  E.  ANDERSON 
(Concluded  from  page  111.) 

utes  to  the  faith  of  her  fellow  work- 
ers. For  ten  years  she  served  the 
youth  of  the  Church  as  a  member 
of  the  Young  Women's  M.I.A.  Gen- 
eral Board.  Other  appointments  in- 
clude: president  of  the  Young  Wom- 
en's M.I.A.  of  Emigration  Stake,  and 
president  of  both  Y.W.M.I.A.  and 
Primary  Association  in  the  Capitol 
Hill  Ward  of  Salt  Lake  Stake. 

Named  as  a  member  of  The  In- 
structor  Committee  on  the  Sunday 
School  General  Board,  Sister  Ander- 
son brings  to  her  new  assignment, 
editor  of  the  book  review  page,  a 


lifetime  of  insatiable  interest  and 
special  training  in  her  chosen  field. 
For  several  years  she  was  in  charge 
of  book  reviewing  sessions  at  the 
Lion  House  Social  Center.  She  cur- 
rently holds  membership  in  Authors' 
Club,  Cleafan  Literary  Club,  and 
Culture  Club. 

After  receiving  her  elementary 
and  high  school  education  in  Idaho 
and  Utah,  Sister  Anderson  has  con- 
tinuously developed  her  interest  and 
knowledge  of  foreign  languages, 
speech,  literature,  English  and  his- 
tory by  study  at  the  University  of 


Utah  and  the  McCune  School  of 
Music  and  Art  and  by  private  tutor- 
ing. 

Sister  Anderson  was  born  in  Rig- 
by,  Ida.,  a  daughter  of  Horace  F. 
Egan  and  Evaline  E.  Benson.  She 
was  married  to  Aldon  J.  Anderson 
in  the  Salt  Lake  Temple  and  is  now 
the  mother  of  four  grown  children: 
Aldon  J,,  Elaine  A.  Cannon,  Lowell 
G.,  all  of  Salt  Lake  City;  and  Na- 
dine  A.  Cook  of  Clovis,  New  Mexico. 

Of  course,  you  can  expect  to  see 
her  smile  if  you  just  mention  any- 
thing about  her  11  grandchildren. 
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THE       INSTRUCTOR 


Junior  Sunday  School 


Small    children    can   learn    the   first 

principles   of    religion    as   they  feel 

the  soft  petals  of  flowers  that  they 

have  watched  unfold  day  by  day. 


By  Addie  L.  Swapp 


Oow  can  we  lay  foundations  with- 
in the  understanding  of  Httle 
children— under  2,  3  and  4  years  of 
age— for  spiritual  growth,  for  faith 
in  God  as  God  comes  to  have  mean- 
ing to  them  and  for  joyous  fellow- 
ship with  others? 

This  is  the  problem  that  all  Sun- 
day School  superintendents,  teach- 


Worship  for  Children  Under  Five 


ers  and  parents  are  considering  as 
they  plan  the  worship  service  for 
those  very  young  children  who  come 
to  Sunday  School  each  Sunday  morn- 
ing. 

Facts  of  Child  Development 

A  knowledge  of  the  steps  in  the 
growth  of  children  is  important  to 
any  adult  who  is  to  be  responsible 
for  any  phase  of  a  child's  guidance 
during  the  early  years.  ( See  Sunday 
Morning  in  the  Nursery,  Chapters  5, 

As  a  Sunday  School  program  is 
planned  for  very  young  children,  it 
is  well  to  ask  what  worship  experi- 
ences has  the  Sunday  School  to  oflfer 
the  2-year-old?  Is  there  space  enough 
within  the  room  and  are  there 
enough  playthings  so  that  he  may 
be  physically  active,  yet  occasion- 
ally stand  apart  and  watch  the 
others  without  such  close  personal 
contact  that  he  must  slap  and  push? 

Are  there  enough  adults  so  that 
he  may  have  all  the  care  and  guid- 
ance he  needs  or  must  he  be  hurried 
along  as  part  of  a  large  group? 

If  the  program  is  centered  about 
a  service  of  worship,  have  we  any 
evidence  that  the  2-year-old  can 
understand  what  is  said?  Can  he,  to 
whom  even  one  adult  alone  can 
hardly  make  herself  understood, 
<;omprehend  what  is  said  to  a  group 
of  20   or   30?    Should  one,   whose 


nature  still  urges  him  to  be  con- 
stantly active,  be  asked  to  sit  still 
and  attend  to  the  "lesson"?  All  these 
questions  should  be  earnestly  con- 
sidered before  the  parents  of  the 
2-year-old  are  encouraged  to  en- 
roll their  child  in  a  Sunday  School 
class  that  is  largely  composed  of 
3-  and  4-year-olds.  It  i  s  essential 
that  all  children  under  3  years  old 
be  grouped  by  themselves  where 
these  needs  can  be  met.  The  child 
who  has  become  confused  or  over- 
tired may  have  many  attitudes  to 
unlearn. 

The  3-year-old  has  matured  in 
many  respects.  He  is  not  so  easily 
enraged  at  physical  restraint.  His 
vocabulary  has  increased.  The  at- 
tention span  is  a  little  longer.  The 
3-year-old  is  still  constantly  in  action. 
He  slaps  and  pushes  less,  but  he  is 
normally  still  in  the  stage  of  trying 
to  satisfy  his  own  wants  and  urges. 

He  still  needs  a  quiet,  secure  en- 
vironment: freedom  for  expression 
in  a  small  group,  free  from  the  domi- 
nation of  too-rigid  adults,  of  inex- 
perienced, young,  high  school  girls 
or  of  too  strenuous  children  of  5  and 
6  years.  Are  the  stories,  pictures, 
and  songs  really  planned  for  the 
understanding  of  the  3-year-olds? 

Sunday  School  rightly  planned, 
may  unlock  doors  to  lasting  interests 
for  the  3-year-old  and  his  parents. 
But,  poorly  planned,  it  may  develop 


within  him  attitudes  of  dependence, 
of  aloofness,  of  fear  of  new  situa-j 
tions,  or  confused  thinking,  and  with- 
in the  parents,  unjustified  realiza- 
tion that  their  child  is  having  his 
"religious  education." 

Spiritual  Awakening  Comes  Early 

Small  children  learn  the  first  prin- 
ciples of  religion  as  they  play  with 
their  friends,  under  wise  guidance, 
gathered  in  small  groups  for  a  short 
story,  or  as  they  feel  the  soft  petals 
of  the  flowers  which  they  have 
watched  unfold  day  by  day.  These 
they  may  have  been  encouraged  to 
bring  to  Sunday  School  and  share 
the  wonder  with  other  children. 

It  is  so  easy  for  a  teacher  of  young 
children  to  try  to  teach  religion 
without  realizing  the  subtle  ways  in 
which  the  concept  of  God  and  of  our 
share  in  God's  world  is  developing 
in  the  child.  The  bursting  buds  in 
the  springtime  and  the  changing 
colors  of  leaves  in  the  fall,  the  snow 
crystals  under  the  magnifying  glass 
—  even  a  very  young  child  can  be 
helped  to  see  that  here  is  a  power 
far  beyond  that  of  his  own  parents. 

Those  who  are  working  in  the 
field  of  religious  education  of  small 
children,  feel  that  all  the  wonder- 
ful, firsthand  experience  that  chil- 
dren have  in  God's  most  interesting 
world  are  worship  experiences  at 
the    child's    level.     They    feel    that 
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from  these  experiences  under  the 
guidance  of  a  sensitive,  understand- 
ing teacher  will  grow  a  concept  of 
a  divine  being  present  in  all  life,  in 
all  activity  in  all  creativity. 

The  teacher  needs  to  be  alert  to 
simple  worship  experiences  that  de- 
velop naturally  as  the  children  par- 
ticipate together.  A  good  teacher 
knows  that  a  long  period  of  sitting 
quietly  in  a  large  group  and  be- 
ing taught  is  unnatural  to  a  little 
child.  That  is  not  his  way  of  learn- 
ing, and  he  will  merely  become 
bored  and  restless. 

In  a  small  group  situation  with  a 
warm,  friendly  teacher  sitting  near 
them,  small  children  will  respond  to 
lovely  pictures  of  familiar  activities 
of  friendliness,  helpfulness,  loving 
care  and  sharing.  Many  acts  of 
sharing  and  kindness  may  be  shown 
with  familiar  characters  on  a  flannel- 
board.  Small  children  respond  to 
action. 

Worship  Kxperiences  to  Remember 

Remembering  birthdays,  sending 
simple  greetings  to  little  friends  who 
are  ill  or  to  old  members  of  the 
ward  are  worship  experiences.  Chil- 
dren's simple  expressions  of  experi- 
ences in  the  world  about  them  with 
their  pets  and  friends  —  their  acts 
of  kindness  in  the  home  or  neighbor- 
hood —  are  worship  experiences. 

Children  can  learn  and  enjoy 
learning  principles  of  right  and 
wrong.  They  can  understand  the 
behavior  of  the  good  Samaritan  and 
imitate  it  in  a  Sunday  School  situa- 
tion if  the  environment  is  well- 
planned  and  if  a  teacher  under- 
stands. Activities  may  be  planned 
for  the  neighborhood. 

Some  teachers  are  able  to  create 
stories,  building  them  out  of  the 
children's  immediate  experiences  and 
needs.  She  illustrates  them  to  add 
beauty  and  vividness  to  the  experi- 
ence. Parents  have  written  stories 
about  their  own  children  and  have 
taken  photographs  showing  them 
help  in  some  way  in  the  work  of  the 
home. 

Sunday  School  affords  an  oppor- 
tunity for  worship  through  music 
—  quiet  music  which  can  be  ap- 
preciated only  when  the  room  is 
still  —  a  mother  singing,  a  violinist 
playing,  or  a  good  victorola  record. 
Group  singing  may  also  enrich  the 
child's  experience,  especially  when 


led  by  a  well-prepared  adult  who  is 
sympathetic  to  the  efforts  of  little 
children.  Songs  of  nature  and  sea- 
sons, short  parts  of  beautiful,  old 
hymns  may  be  selected  with  care. 

Prayer,  a  Worship  Experience 

Prayer  may  or  may  not  be  a  wor- 
ship experience  for  the  very  small 
children.  Following  a  short  period 
when  children  and  teacher  have 
been  reliving  experiences  by  telling 
to  each  other  some  of  their  happy 
experiences,  a  sensitive  teacher  may 
find  it  natural  to  lead  the  children  in 
a  few  simple  words  of  prayer,  gath- 
ering up  into  words  some  of  the 
thoughts  and  desires  that  seem  to 
be  already  present  in  the  children's 
minds,  whether  or  not  the  meaning 
of  the  words  are  grasped,  the  time 
of  quiet  and  reverence  may  add  to 
his  feeling  of  security  within  the 
group. 

Prayer  will  add  an  appreciation  of 
the  bountifulness  of  Iffe.  Some  of 
these  blessings  come  through  the 
love  and  thoughtfulness  of  parents 
and  friends.  Others  come  to  us  apart 
from  human  effort.  This  element  of 
thankfulness  had  value  in  the 
prayers  of  small  children  if  reverent- 
ly expressed. 

Children  should  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  express  their  wishes  in 
prayer  to  God  with  a  feeling  that 
He  understands.  Much  thought 
should  be  given  to  the  prayer  ex- 
periences of  small  children. 

A  good  nursery  class  in  Sunday 
School  endeavors  to  foster  a  friend- 
ly, cooperative,  atmosphere  in  which 
children  may  grow  with  faith  in 
themselves  and  their  place  in  God's 
world. 

A  good  teacher  not  only  finds  suf- 
ficient space  for  active  bodies  but 
provides  opportunities  for  whole- 
some play,  with  sturdy,  well-chosen 
materials.  She  creates  an  atmos- 
phere that  is  conducive  to  righteous 
living  and  helps  the  child  grow  in 
understanding  and  appreciation  of 
the  Christian  way  of  life. 


NEXT  MONTH'S  ARTICLE 

"VText  month's  article  will  be  "Wor- 
ship in  The  Kindergarten  Class," 
by  Hazel  W.  Young. 


SACRAMENT  GEM 

When  we  take  the  sacrament, 
We  promise  to  obey, 

And  love  and  foUow  Jesus, 
In  all  we  do  and  say. 


SONG  OF  THE  MONTH 

Wherefore,  the  blessings  which  I 

give  unto  you  are  above  all  things. 

—Doctrine  and  Covenants  18:45. 

^*'/^ouNT  Your  Blessings,"  No.  51 
of  The  Children  Sing  is  the 
song  of  the  month  for  November, 
1953.  Children  are  never  too  young 
to  begin  to  learn  the  message  found 
in  this  song.  One  way  of  introducing 
it  would  be  to  show  the  children  a 
picture  of  a  bird,  an  animal,  a  flower 
or  other  beautiful  things  surround- 
ing us.  Then  we  might  point  out 
that  these  are  blessings  our  Heavenly 
Father  has  given  us  to  see  and  en- 
joy. 

We  could  draw  from  them  other 
things  He  has  given  us  such  as  our 
family,  our  friends  or  our  homes. 
Let  us  try  to  indelibly  imprint  upon 
their  young  minds  that  everything 
we  have  has  been  given  to  us  by 
our  kind,  wise  Heavenly  Father. 
Being  able  to  pray  to  Him,  being 
able  to  go  to  Sunday  School,  being 
healed  when  we  are  ill— all  these 
are  blessings. 

We  might  begin  by  telling  the 
children  that  this  is  a  hymn  their 
parents  love  to  sing.  As  usual  we 
sing  it  to  the  children  several  times. 
It  will  be  necessary  to  explain  the 
words  simply  and  carefully  or  it  will 
not  have  meaning  for  them.  It  wiU 
be  easier  for  them  to  understand  if 
we  use  examples  from  their  own  ex- 
perience to  illustrate  the  meaning 
of  each  line  of  this  hymn.  This 
song  wOl  take  several  weeks  to 
teach.  Each  week  it  will  be  nec- 
essary to  refresh  their  memory  as  to 
its  meaning. 

Careful  planning  and  preparation 
will  give  the  chorister  confidence  in 
teaching  this  hymn.  Because  it  is 
a  song  of  faith  and  hope  it  needs  to 
be  sung  at  a  fairly  brisk  tempo.  Re- 
member that  little  children  respond 
to  praise,  so  as  you  work  with  them 
tell  them  how  well  they  are  doing,, 
and  encourage  their  efforts.  The  first 
stanza  will  be  all  that  is  necessary 
to  teach. 

-Edith  M.  Nash. 
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QUESTIONS  FROM  THE  FIELD 
Marking  of  the  Roll 

Question:  Marking  the  roll  seems 
to  he  one  of  my  big  problems 
in  teaching.  What  are  some  good 
ways  of  taking  care  of  this  part  of 
the  lesson  period? 

Answer:  Record  keeping  is  and  has 
been  an  important  characteristic 
of  the  Latter-day  Saint  Church. 
As  a  teacher,  records  enrollment 
and  attendance  for  her  class  mem- 
bers, she  becomes  a  part  of  this 
important  enterprise.  This  means 
that  the  record  should  be  accurate 
and  complete. 

The  prime  responsibility  of  the 
Sunday  School  teacher,  however, 
is  to  explain  the  Gospel.  Marking 
the  roll  and  teaching  the  Gospel, 
when  done  best,  are  part  of  the 
same  experience.  Teachers  find 
many  ways  to  realize  this  ob- 
jective. Among  them  are:  (1) 
quietly  checking  attendance  dur- 
ing the  worship  service  on  the 
roll  book  given  her  at  the  close 
of  prayer  meeting;  (2)  marking; 
the  roll  quickly  at  the  opening  of 
the  class  period  with  verbal  com- 
ment only  on  such  names  as  en- 
couragement for  attendance,  wel- 
come-back greetings,  or  questions 
as  to  absence  makes  necessary; 
(3)  verbally  calling  the  roll. 

This  procedure  may  be  particu- 
larly satisfying  to  very  young  chil- 
dren who  gain  keen  satisfaction 
from  hearing  their  name  called 
and  joy  in  the  opportunity  to 
respond  with  "Here!" 

Varying  your  procedure,  direct- 
ing the  activity  with  sureness  and 
good  timing  will  help  you  do  well 
and  make  interesting  this  impor- 
tant teaching  task. 

—Eva  May  Green. 


ENRICHMENT  MATERIAL 

T^E  following  enrichment  material 
may  be  used  in  any  of  the  de- 
partments   of    the    Junior    Sunday 
School: 

Worthwhile  Story  for  Telling 

LOVE  IN  THE  HOUSE 

/^NCE  Upon  a  time  there  was  a  hap- 
py family,  who  lived  in  a  little 
gray  house  on  top  of  a  hill.    The 
little    gray   house    was    a    pleasant 


place  to  live  because  love  was  in 
the  little  gray  house. 

Such  a  big  family  and  such  a  little 
house! 

Every  morning  early  a  kind-faced 
man  came  out  of  the  front  door. 
That  was  Father.  He  always  stopped 
to  kiss  a  small  sweet-faced  woman. 
That  was  Mother.  And  then  he 
would  say  "Good-by,  children!  Be 
good  until  I  get  home  tonight." 
There  were  two  big  brothers  and 
two  big  sisters,  and  one  little  brother 
and  one  little  sister,  and  the  sweet- 
est baby  you  ever  saw.  They  loved 
each  other,  and  Father  and  Mother 
taught  the  children  to  be  gentle, 
kind  and  good.  It  was  wonderful  to 
live  in  the  little  gray  house. 

Now  down  at  the  foot  of  the  hill 
lived  another  family.  This  was  not 
a  happy  family.  Brother  and  Sister 
were  always  quarreling.  It  was 
dreadful!  Both  wanted  to  sit  in  the 
swing  at  the  same  time  and  there 
was  only  room  for  one. 

"I  was  here  first!"  cried  Brother. 

"Oh  no,  you  were  not!  You  didn't 
think  of  swinging  until  you  saw  me 
here!"  cried  Sister. 

Finally,  a  tired-looking  mother 
came  out  and  scolded  them.  There 
were  big  brothers  and  sisters  who 
were  never  happy  together  more 
than  five  minutes  at  a  time.  There 
was  a  baby  who  cried  all  the  time. 
When  Father  came  home,  he  looked 
tired  and  said  cross  words. 

One  day  something  pleasant  hap- 
pened. Rosalie,  the  biggest  sister  in 
the  happy  family  at  the  top  of  the 
hill,  walked  through  the  gate  with 
a  big  basket  of  peaches.  She  had 
heard  so  much  crying  and  scolding 
whenever  she  passed  the  house,  that 
one  day  she  said: 

"I  am  going  to  call  on  that  family. 
I  am  going  to  do  something  to  make 
those  children  smile  instead  of  pout, 
and  laugh  instead  of  cry.  I'll  do 
something  to  make  them  happy  for 
a  little  while." 

So  she  filled  her  basket  with 
peaches  from  the  orchard  and  went 
to  visit  the  family  at  the  foot  of  the 
hill. 

"Gome,"  said  Rosalie  to  the  chil- 
dren, "let's  have  a  party  and  eat  the 
peaches  on  that  old  table  under  the 
oak  tree."  So  they  ran  to  get  chairs 
or  boxes  to  sit  on,  Rosalie  made 
plates  from  big,  flat,  oak  leaves  and 
put  a  beautiful  peach  on  each  leaf. 
Just  as  they  started  to  eat  the 
peaches,  Mother  came  out  and  when 
she  saw  it  was  a  party  she  remem- 
bered she  had  just  baked  some  sugar 


cookies.  Mother  got  the  cookies  and 
stayed  with  the  children  while  Rosa- 
lie told  a  story. 

When  Father  came  home  and  saw 
the  happy  gathering  under  the  tree, 
he  joined  them.  He  even  told  a  story. 
"I  wonder  why  we  never  have  sat 
under  the  oak  tree  before,"  said  one 
of  the  children,  "this  has  been  so 
much  fun. 

As  the  sun  began  to  sink  in  the 
west,  Rosalie  said,  "I  must  go  now. 
I  have  had  a  wonderful  time  and  I 
hope  you'll  come  and  see  me  some- 
time." 

"Oh,  come  again!"  cried  the  chil- 
dren. 
"Yes,  come  again,"  said  the  mother. 

"You  have  done  us  good,"  said 
Father. 

Rosalie  had  shown  the  family  how 
wonderful  love  can  be  in  a  house. 

Little  by  little  the  children  stopped 
quarreling,  and  Mother's  face  grew 
bright  and  Father  was  as  dear  and 
jolly  as  the  Father  in  the  little  gray 
house  on  top  of  the  hill. 

—Margaret  Hopkinson. 

Standing  Beside 
Him 

By  Jeanne  Smith* 

"IATIhen  Tom  was  a  little  boy,  one 

of  the  first  things  his  mother 

taught  him  was  to  know  that  no 

matter  what  he 
did  or  where  he 
went,  God  was 
ever  beside  him. 
He  learned  to 
depend  on  God 
and  cling  to 
Him  right  from 
the  first.  He 
shared  his  joys 
and  sorrows 
with  God  in  his  frequent  prayers. 

As  he  grew  older,  there  was  no 
fear,  not  even  of  the  dark,  for  he 
was  not  alone.  When  he  went  to 
school  and  started  learning  to  read, 
he  confronted  his  first  real  trouble- 
he  just  couldn't  learn.  Then,  one 
morning  he  beamed  as  he  confided 
to  his  mother,  "I  told  Heavenly 
Father  I  just  couldn't  seem  to  learn 
to  read  by  myself,  so  He's  going  to 
help  me."  And  He  did,  too,  for  from 
that  time  on,  Tom  had  no  more  difii- 
{Concluded  on  following  page). 

«Wife  of  Patriarch  to  the  Chiuch,  Eldred  G. 
Smith.    Written  especially  for  The  Instructor. 
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A  few  months  ago  we  were  the 
Pontiac  Branch  of  t  h  e  Great 
Lakes  Mission.  Now  we  are  the 
Pontiac  Ward  of  the  Detroit  Stake. 
What  a  thrill  this  change  has  given 
my  family,  the  branch  members  of 
longest  record. 

The  first  meetings  of  our  ward-to- 
be  were  held  in  the  home  of  the 
Buyers  family.  My  folks  had  joined 
with  them  in  holding  Book  of  Mor- 
mon study  meetings  on  Sunday 
nights.  Then  the  missionaries  heard 
of  us  and  joined  in  our  efforts.  It 
seemed  such  a  blessing  to  have  them 
with  us,  for  they  brought  investi- 
gators who  stayed  to  become  con- 
verts. And  as  our  numbers  grew,  we 
felt  the  need  for  a  larger  place  to 
hold  our  meetings. 

After  much  searching  we  found  a 
hall.  It  was  dirty,  and  each  Sunday 
morning    before    we    had    Sunday 


With  a  Broom  and  a  Prayer 


By  Margaret  Dalton 


School  we  had  to  sweep  out  the 
cigarette  butts  left  from  the  night 
before.  But  with  the  broom  in  our 
hands  and  a  prayer  in  our  hearts  we 
made  it  do.  Our  branch  continued 
to  grow  until  again  we  needed  more 
space.  This  time  we  wanted  a 
chapel. 

In  answer  to  our  prayers  we  finally 
found  an  adequate  meeting  place 
for  sale.  It  was  clean  and  white  and 
spacious  and,  above  all,  a  chapel.  It 
became  our  branch  meetinghouse. 
Each  Sunday  we  would  gather  to- 
gether for  those  precious  hours  of 
Sunday  School. 

When  the  Detroit  Stake  was  cre- 
ated, we  were  organized  into  a  ward. 
Eighteen  families  then  were  trans- 
ferred from  the  Detroit  Ward.  This 
filled  the  seats  in  our  chapel.  What 
a  thrill  it  was  to  look  down  into  the 
audience  from  the  pulpit  and  see 
all  those  people.    The  little  branch 


that  started  in  the  Buyers'  front 
room  was  now  a  complete  ward  in 
the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints.  How  I  appreciate  the 
privileges  and  blessings  that  come 
with  belonging  to  this  Church! 

Our  service  in  the  Sunday  School 
is  most  important,  for  the  people 
who  attend  need  our  guidance.  We 
in  turn  learn  from  them,  gaining  a 
better  understanding  of  the  Master's 
work  and  our  place  in  His  plan.  And 
the  faithful  who  attend  cottage  and 
branch  meetings  are  the  nucleus 
from  which  wards  and  stakes  in 
Zion  will  grow.  I  pray  that  each  of 
us  will  strive  to  attend,  to  serve  and 
to  progress  with  our  fellow  mem- 
bers in  this  great  Church.  This  I 
pray  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,- 
Amen. 


*From  a  2%-minute  talk  presented  at  the 
semi-artnual  conference  of  the  Deseret  Sunday 
School  Union,  recently,  in  the  Salt  Lake  Taber- 
nacle. 


STANDING  BESIDE  HIM 

( Concluded  from  preceding  page. ) 

culty.  It  was  not  the  last  time  he 
received  help,  however.  All  through 
his  school  days,  whenever  a  special 
assignment  came  or  an  examination, 
he  prayed  that  he  might  be  helped 
to  remember  what  he  should,  and  to 
do  his  best  work.  And  he  always  did. 
There  arose  temptations.  When 
the  other  boys  tried  smoking,  Tom 
said,  "I  can't  do  that.  I  would  be 
ashamed  to  have  my  Father  in 
heaven  see  me  smoke."  When  the 
others  sought  companions  that  did 


wrong,  Tom  would  always  say  to 
himself,  "If  I  want  to  keep  God  be- 
side me,  I'll  have  to  do  the  things 
He  would  want  me  to  do.  He 
couldn't  stay  if  I  did  wicked  things." 
Tom  grew  up  and  was  called  on 
a  mission.  It  was  the  happiest  time 
of  his  life.  Never  had  he  felt  so  close 
to  God  each  hour  of  the  day.  He 
learned  to  depend  on  Him  even 
more  than  before.  And  the  Lord  did 
guide  him.  He  preached  the  Gospel 
with   such   power    and    earnestness 


that  those  who  heard  him  could  not 
help  but  believe. 

When  he  came  home  from  his 
mission  he  was  called  into  the  army. 
But  God  was  beside  him  here,  too. 
He  was  able  to  inspire  faith  in  his 
comrades,  and  they  looked  to  him 
as  a  leader  in  some  of  their  darkest 
hours. 

Today,  Tom  as  a  father  is  con- 
tented. He  is  teaching  his  little  boy 
the  same  lesson,  "God  is  ever  beside 
me. 
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An  Experience  To  Share 


^y  Reed  Qammell 


T  CHALLENGE  cach  and  all  to  share 
•*■  an  experience  with  me.  I  call  this 
the  "100%  Sunday  School  Coop- 
eration Plan."  If 
you  accept  you 
will  enjoy  a  great 
religious  discovery. 
I  tried  this  100% 
Cooperation  Plan 
every  moment  and 
portion  of  a  Sun- 
day School  session, 
and  it  was  a  spir- 
itual awakening  to  me. 

That  Sunday  morning  I  arrived  a 
few  moments  early  and  before  en- 
tering the  chapel  greeted  everyone 
I  saw,  but  once  I  had  entered  the 
House  of  the  Lord  I  spoke  not  at 
aU  or  if  necessary  only  in  a  faint 
whisper.    Greetings  that  were  nec- 

*Recently   sustained    as    stake    Sunday    School 
superintendent,  Moimt  Ogden  Stake,  Ogden,  Utah; 


essary  were  done  with  a  warm  hand- 
shake, a  friendly  smile  and  a  nod  of 
the  head  if  desired,  but  I  did  not 
talk. 

Because  I  listened  I  discovered  the 
prelude  was  beautiful  and  set  a 
sacred  atmosphere  for  the  entire 
session. 

I  paid  attention  to  the  announce- 
ments and  discovered  they  were 
things  I  needed  to  know.  Every 
word  of  the  opening  song  contained 
a  message,  and  I  was  thriUed  as  1 
sang  intensely  but  not  loudly. 

To  the  opening  prayer  I  listened 
with  reverence  and  with  an  "Amen" 
in  my  heart. 

The  sacramental  service  is  deeply 
sacred.  I  enjoyed  the  spirit  of  the 
song.  I  heard  the  blessings  on  the 
bread  and  water  and  caught  its 
sacred  meaning  as  I  meditated  dur- 
ing this  service. 


Because  I  knew  the  class  period 
to  be  the  place  where  the  Church 
recommends  the  teaching  of  the 
Gospel,  I  tried  to  keep  my  mind 
alert  by  participation  in  the  dis- 
cussion and  expressing  the  thoughts 
I  had  learned  by  previous  study  of 
the  lesson. 

Through  the  remainder  of  the  ses- 
sion I  followed  this  100%  Coopera- 
tion Plan. 

After  this  wonderful  experience  I 
knew  I  had  used  my  time  to  its 
fullest  advantage,  had  infringed  on 
no  one  else's  rights,  and  was  sure  I 
had  never  enjoyed  a  Sunday  School 
service  so  fully  and  gained  so  much. 


Answer  to 

'The  Gospel  in  Ancient  Times" 

found  on  page  265: 

BRIGHAM  YOUNG 


THEY  TESTIFIED! 
(Concluded  from  page  212.)- 

ways  as  God  wanted  them  to.  They  called  him  names  and  hurt  him,  but 
God  comforted  him.)  Oct.  4,  "Thank  You  for  Our  Own  Special  Gifts." 
This  faith,  which  God  taught  Joseph  Smith,  is  one  of  our  very  special 
gifts  for  which  we  should  thank  Heavenly  Father. ) 

COURSE  No.  3:  Nov.  15,  "We  Are  Thankful  for  Many  Things."  (We 
are  thankful  for  the»  Gospel  as  told  to  Joseph  Smith  by  Heavenly  Father 
and  the  angels.)  Nov.  29.  "The  Birth  of  Jesus."  (Relate  Joseph's  descrip- 
tion of  the  Savior  as  a  grown  man. ) 

COURSE  No.  5:  Nov.  8,  "We  Share  Responsibilities  in  the  World." 
( It  is  our  responsibility  to  tell  the  world  about  the  vision. )  Nov.  15,  "Love 
Makes  Us  Want  to  Share."  (Joseph's  love  for  all  of  God's  children  made 
him  want  to  share  the  Gospel  with  them. ) 

COURSE  No.  7:  Nov.  8,  "Our  Missionaries."  (All  the  "Mission"  les- 
sons show  the  outgrowth  of  the  vision  and  the  Gospel  that  developed  from 
it.)  Also,  the  pictures  may  be  applicable  to:  Oct.  11,  "The  Book  of  Mor- 
mon"; Oct.  18,  "Other  Sacred  Books  to  Guide  Us";  Nov.  29  and  Dec.  6, 
"Our  Temples";  Dee,  13,  "The  Sacrament."   (AU  are  results  of  the  vision.) 

COURSE  No.  9:  (This  picture  may  be  connected  with  aU  of  the 
Book  of  Mormon  lessons.) 

COURSE  No.  11:  Nov.  1,  "Two  Years  in  Prison."  (Joseph  also  spent 
time  in  prison. ) 

COURSES  No.  13,  15,  17,  21,  25,  27:  Many  opportunities  can  be 
found  for  the  use  of  this  picture. 

"The  Three  Witnesses" 

COURSE  No.  1:  Sept.  20,  "When  Others  Are  Unkind  to  Us."  (When 
others  were  unkind  to  Joseph,  the  Three  Witnesses  were  very  dear  and 
useful  friends.) 

COURSE  No.  5:  Nov.  8,  "We  Share  Responsibilities  in  the  World." 
The  Three  Witnesses  shared  the  responsibility  of  telling  the  world  about 
the  Gospel.)  Nov.  29,  "Our  Heavenly  Father  Was  Willing  to  Share." 
(Heavenly  Father  permitted  the  Three  Witnesses  to  share  with  Joseph  the 
sight  of  the  plates.)  Dec.  6,  "The  Shepherds  and  Wise  Men  Shared."  (So 
did  the  Witnesses  share  the  revealed  Gospel  while  it  was  new.) 

COURSE  No.  7:  The  testimony  of  the  Witnesses  is  important  in  con- 
nection with  the  Book  of  Mormon. ) 

With  careful  study  there  are  other  opportunities  for  application. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  SANDY 


bu    Ujick   Uarte 


Please,  Sandy,  come  down!  That's  not  the  way  to  heaven! 


SEPTEMBER       1953 
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As  First  Assistant  General  Superintendent  of  the  Deseret  Sunday  School 

Union  in  1909. 


{Concluded  from  page  263.) 
a  busy  life.  He  has  often  been  re- 
quired to  spend  days,  weeks,  and 
even  months  away  from  home.  Dur- 
ing these  periods.  Sister  McKay  bore 
the  responsibility  of  caring  for  and 
disciplining  the  children.  The  har- 
mony that  existed  in  the  home  and 
the  respect  the  children  have  always 
had  for  their  parents  lightened  the 
responsibilities  associated  with  the 
proper  rearing  of  the  family. 

There  have  been  busy  times  when 
the  only  way  Sister  McKay  could 
have  the  companionship  of  her  hus- 
band was  to  take  her  young  children 
with  her  in  the  horse  and  buggy  and 
drive  out  into  Weber  County  to 
some  distant  ward  with  her  husband, 
where  he  was  instructing  a  teacher 
training  class.  They  would  return 
home  at  midnight  tired,  but  happy 
in  each  other's  company. 

Of  course,  the  children  always 
loved  to  spend  whatever  time  they 


could  with  their  father.  He  was  a 
great  sport  and,  whenever  he  was 
at  home,  he  would  join  with  them 
in  playing  games.  They  never  knew 
him  to  be  unkind  or  impatient  with 
them. 

The  children  loved  to  rollick  with 
their  father,  but  his  Church  duties 
did  not  afford  much  opportunity  for 
this  pleasure.  Following  one  of  these 
good  times  with  her  father,  Lou 
Jean,  the  youngest  of  his  first  three 
children,  turned  to  him  as  he  was 
putting  his  coat  on  to  go  to  a  meet- 
ing and  said,  "Goodbye.  Call  again." 

Rarely  a  good  opportunity  or 
holiday  goes  by  without  some  of 
the  members  of  the  McKay  family 
getting  together  at  the  family  home 
in  Huntsville,  where  sleeping  accom- 
modations for  39  people  can  soon 
be  had,  and  three  kitchens  are  kept 
busy  preparing  food  for  the  ever- 
growing family. 

Thus,  whether  it  be  with  his  fam- 


ily, his  grandchildren,  his  friends. 
Church  associates  or  new  acquaint- 
ances, President  David  O.  McKay 
influences  the  lives  of  the  people  he 
is  around.  Few  people  can  look  him 
squarely  in  the  eyes  and  not  feel 
glad  that  they  are  living  to  the  best 
of  their  ability  the  principles  of  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  or  not  wish 
that  they  were  living  a  better  life. 

The  magic  in  his  eyes  is  but  the 
reflection  of  the  goodness  of  the 
man  inside.  It  is  but  an  outpour- 
ing of  his  perennial  spirit  of  op- 
timism, confidence  and  faith  in  the 
goodness  of  everything  around  him. 
He  used  to  return  to  his  home  in 
Ogden  from  a  session  with  the  Sun- 
day School  General  Board  and  ex- 
uberantly exclaim  to  his  wife,  "That's 
the  best  board  that  was  ever  brought 
together!" 

It  takes  good  stock  and  a  good 
environment  to  bring  to  bear  good 

This  painting  of  President  David  O.  McKay 
is  the  work  of  Artist  C.  }.  Fox.  It  is  hang- 
ing in  the  First  National  Bank  of  Salt  Lake 
City  at  102  South  Main  Street.  Note  the 
expressive  eyes. 

fruit,  and  Utah  produced  a  great 
man  among  men  when  it  produced 
David  O.  McKay— humanitarian,  lov- 
ing father,  illustrious  citizen  and 
beloved  Church  leader.  All  this 
goodness  is  reflected  in  his  eyes— 
"the  windows  of  his  soul." 


Still  an  excellent  horseman. 
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D  OPED  together,  two  mountaineers,  drawing  from  their 
precious  oxygen  supply,  struggled  upward.  Heavily 
padded,  goggled  and  masked,  they  moved  like  two  mice 
over  chilled  rock  and  snow  toward  the  29,002-foot  peak 
—Everest,  the  top  of  the  world.  No  human  being  had 
ever  reached  it  and  lived  to  tell  the  tale. 

One  of  the  two  men  was  a  little,  brown-skinned 
Sherpa  tribesman  named  Tenzing  Norkey.  Nearing 
40,  he  could  neither  read  nor  write.  He  was  born  in 
Nepal,  a  small,  log-shaped  kingdom  lying  along  the 
southern  slope  of  the  mighty  Himalaya  range.  As  a 
youth,  he  had  herded  Tibetan  yaks  at  17,000  feet.  Now 
his  home  was  in  the  slums  of  Darjeeling,  India,  near 
the  Nepal  border.  Known  as  the 
"Tiger  of  the  Snows,"  Tenzing  was 
on  his  eleventh  Everest  expedition. 

On  the  other  end  of  the  rope  was 
a  New  Zealand  beekeeper,  Edmund 
Percival  Hillary,  a  tall,  raw-boned 
mountaineer  who  had  served  in  the 
Royal  Air  Force  in  World  War  H. 

Hillary  and  Tenzing  were  part  of 
a  British  mountain  assault  team  di- 
rected by  Colonel  John  Hunt,  a 
veteran  mountain  man  and  World 
War  H  hero. 

Tenzing  and  Hillary  were  now 
making  the  supreme  effort  to  con- 
quer Everest.  It  was  May  29,  only 
four  days  before  Elizabeth  II's  coro- 
nation. The  Hunt  assault  had  be- 
gun the  previous  March,  with  350 
porters  carrying  supplies  over  a 
trail  which  in  its  early  stages  wound 
through  rhododendrons,  oak  trees  and  ferns. 

Now,  near  the  pinnacle  of  Everest,  Hillary  and 
Tenzing  had  been  battling  ice  and  snow  and  cold. 
It  was  a  mild  day,  only  "16  below."  They  had  clawed 
their  way  up  great  walls  of  ice. 

Tenzing  and  Hillary  did  reach  the  top  of  Everest 
on  that  May  day.  And  they  did  live  to  tell  the  tale- 
one  that  will  brighten  history's  pages  like  those  of  Peary 
and  Livingston  and  Lindbergh. 

Interviewed  as  they  reached  the  lower  slopes,  Hil- 
lary and  Tenzing  were  asked  the  first  thing  they  did 
after  reaching  the  top.  Tenzing,  a  devout  Buddhist, 
said  he  prayed.  Hillary  replied  that  the  first  thing  he 
did  was  to  check  to  see  if  he  had  enough  oxygen  to 
get  back  down. 

Those  replies  represent  a  powerful  team:  prayer  as 
represented  in  Tenzing's  answer,  and  practical  realism 
as  suggested  by  Hillary. 

Every  man  has  his  Everests  to  conquer— problems 
at  the  job,  jolts  of  sudden  serious  illness  to  himself  or 
loved  ones,  the  crags  of  discouragement,  and  the  chilly 
challenge  to  remain  big  while  small  men  quit  the 
trail  or  jeer  around  him.  Sunday  School  leadership  and 
teaching  have  their  Everests,  too— need  for  more  order 


While  one  prayed 
oxygen 


and  reverence,  difficult  problems  to   explain,  person- 
alities to  keep  happy  and  interested. 

You  may  be  battling  an  Everest  now.  I've  met 
them,  not  always  with  the  success  of  Hillary  and  Ten- 
zing. But  I  hope  as  the  cold  peaks  loom  up  ahead  in 
the  new  tomorrows,  I  shall  keep  those  two  thoughts 
well  roped  together  in  my  soul:  childlike  prayer  and 
manlike  realism. 

Some  people  remain  on  their  knees  when  they  should 
be  on  their  two  feet  helping  the  Lord  bring  what  they 
ask.  Others  grow  weak  or  weary  on  their  feet,  ndt 
realizing  the  tremendous  lift  that  can  come  through  a 
pause  for  prayer.  / 

You  know  of  people  who  need- 
lessly get  their  feet  wet  on  a  cold 
day,  take  seriously  sick— and  fhen 
rely  on  the  Lord  to  rescue  t^em 
without  calling  a  doctor.         .    / 

On  the  other  hand,  only  tocjay  I 
heard  of  a  friend  of  mine  who  spends 
much  of  his  time  and  limited  mbney 
with  doctors'  clinics.  He  always 
seems  worried  about  developing 
something  like  diabetes,  leukemia, 
Bright's  disease,  or  rheumatic  fever. 
But  he  seems  to  be  all  right.  What 
the  man  needs  is  to  pray  a  little  more, 
and  visit  his  doctor  once  a  year. 

This  mountain-rimmed  valley  in 
which  I  live  was  settled  by  men  and 
women  who  knew  the  strength  of 
praying  with  their  working  boots 
on.  They  were  our  Mormon  Pio- 
neers. Their  day  began  and  ended 
with  prayer,  and  was  filled  with  sweated  toil.  They 
dreamed  of  temple  spires  while  their  calloused  hands 
turned  irrigating  water  over  the  sun-baked  soil. 

I  have  often  pondered  that  incident  of  Wilford 
Woodruff's  first  view  of  the  sage-gray  Salt  Lake  Valley 
in  1847.  He  was  a  rugged  pioneer.  He  knew  how  to 
swing  a  hard  axe.  But  in  describing  his  first  glimpse  of 
the  desolate  desert  valley,  his  thoughts  reached  heaven- 
ward; "Pleasant  thoughts  ran  through  our  minds  at  the 
prospect  that,  not  many  years  hence,  the  House  of  God 
would  be  established  in  the  mountains  and  exalted 
above  the  hills." 

.  This  statement,  or  ones  like  it,  has  been  credited 
to  several  men:  "Work  as  though  everything  depended 
on  you,  and  pray  as  though  everything  depended  on 
the  Lord." 

That  is  good  advice  for  those  of  us  engaged  in 
Sunday  School  service.  That  seems  to  have  been  the 
combination  that  conquered  Everest.  Or  was  it  a  con- 
quering victory?  Devout  little  Tenzing  Norkey  ob- 
served that  some  men  spoke  of  "conquering"  Everest. 
To  him,  he  explained,  his  triumphal  climb  was  more 
hke  a  pilgrimage,  -Wendell  }.  Ashton. 


the  other  checked  his 
equipment. 


